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PREFACE 


The present treatment of the Jews in Poland, 
Rumania, and in other countries subject to Ger¬ 
man influence, is a most significant illustration 
of the temper of reckless injustice and brutality 
which, under the aegis of nationalism, is now 
being promoted all over the world. Though 
they have lived in many of these regions since 
the days of the Roman Empire, and have indeed 
been pioneers in building up some of the cul¬ 
tural institutions of these countries, the Jews 
are denied civil and political rights, left without 
ordinary security against physical violence, de¬ 
prived of the means of earning a living, and 
have insult added to their injuries by a continu¬ 
ous flow of false accusations calculated to de¬ 
grade them in the minds of the well-disposed 
who do not happen to be well-informed as to 
the actual role of the Jews in ancient and mod¬ 
ern life. The situation is heart-rending to any¬ 
one who believes in decent fairness or in the 
possibility of good will in human relations; and 
it is difficult to write about it without passionate 
indignation. 

This book, however, does not aim to pull our 
heart strings. It seeks rather to illumine the 
scene so as to help us to understand what is hap- 
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pening. The disti-essing situation has I'oots or 
causes, and the understanding of these is the in¬ 
dispensable condition of any possible humane 
remedy. 

It is one of the distinctive merits of Dr. Jan- 
owsky’s book that he has not been obsessed by 
the monistic mania and has not tried to deduce 
everything from a singe simple cause. The main 
factor is doubtless the breakdown of the tradi¬ 
tional economy of these countries, partly, at 
least, as a result of the war, and the setting up 
of boundaries which do not conform to geo¬ 
graphic, economic, or common sense considera¬ 
tions. But traditional religious and ethnic preju¬ 
dices, exploited for political reasons, also play a 
determining role. 

In achieving their country’s independence, 
the Polish people deliberately sacrificed their 
economic welfare for political sentiment. With 
a poor soil and little natural resources Poland 
cannot compete in the world’s markets against 
its western neighbours. The industrial output of 
its great cities like Warsaw and Lodz used to be 
consumed mainly by Russia. This is now made 
impossible by the tariff walls which are the first 
fruits of an independent state. 

The terrible plight of the Polish peasants can 
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be, at least temporarily, alleviated by breaking 
up the great landed estates now used for non- 
productive purposes, or by providing greater 
opportunities for the imral population in indus¬ 
trial city life. The Polish nobility in control of 
the army and the govci’nment is not willing to 
face the former alternative and has little 
resources to develop the latter. It is therefore 
simply trying to make room for the peasants by 
crowding out the Jews who, since the 13th 
century, have formed the bulk of the artisans as 
well as the tradesmen and professional people 
in the Polish cities. The latter circumstance 
explains why anti-Semitism so readily finds vio¬ 
lent supporters in the universities. The children 
of a growing middle class hope to find oppor¬ 
tunity for careers by driving the Jews out of 
the posts which they have traditionally held. 

While Rumania, as Professor Janowsky well 
points out, is not suffering from general eco¬ 
nomic distress, the problem of its peasantry is 
somewhat .similar to that of Poland, In addition, 
the Rumanian oligarchy has on its hands a num¬ 
ber of culturally developed minorities, which it 
seeks to dominate by setting them against each 
other and especially against the Jews, which, for 
historical reasons, is rather easy. Rumania, in¬ 
deed, has a long history of deliberately setting its 
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peasants and the dregs of its city life against the 
most helpless of its minorities. The urban char¬ 
acter of the Jewish population makes them an 
easy target. Recently also Germany and Italy 
have been heavily subsidizing anti-Semitic news¬ 
papers in Rumania, to gain thereby a foothold in 
the mixed political situation of that sadly mis¬ 
governed country. Throughout the world, in¬ 
deed, anti-Semitic propaganda finds easiest en¬ 
trance in countries that are devoid of effective 
democratic institutions and in which parliamen¬ 
tary government has been reduced to a sham. 
'^’’The theme of Professor Janowsky’s book is 
thus of interest, not only to Jews, but to all those 
who are concerned about the survival of liberal 
civilization, whose essence is tolerance of differ¬ 
ences so that new ideas may develop by free dis¬ 
cussion, The suppression of minorities is part of 
the militaristic psychology which demands 
goose-step uniformity and the utter elimination 
of individual conscience. To prepare its people 
for the hardships and unconscionable cruelties 
of war, the Nazi leaders have declared and are 
waging one against the Jews, which gives the 
leaders all the advantages of a state of war 
without any of its dangers. 

It is well to remember at all times that the 
rights of minorities are sacred, not because they 
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are those of minorities, but because they are 
ess ential,„ lmman rights and their denial to any 
minority is but the way by which the suppres¬ 
sion of the rights of all of us begins. 

The Conference on Jewish Relations is an 
organization devoted to further the objective 
study and scientific understanding of the posi¬ 
tion of the Jew in the modern world. We regard 
this as a condition sine qua non for the intelli¬ 
gent discussion of any proposed measure or 
policy. To put us in touch with what is going on 
in Europe, Professor Janowsky was sent abroad 
to survey the situation at first hand. His book on 
The Jews and Minority Rights (Columbian Uni¬ 
versity Press, 1933) and his general reputation 
as a scholarly historian recommended him as 
eminently qualified to undertake this task. The 
book before us is the result of his investigation. 
Naturally, it is written from Professor Janow- 
sky’s own point of view. The Conference con¬ 
sists of men and women of all shades of opinion 
interested in promoting reliable studies by com¬ 
petent observers who must have complete free¬ 
dom of expression without committing the rest 
of us to their personal views. Least of all are we 
committed to any of the remedies which Pro¬ 
fessor Janowsky discusses. Wc do, however, feel 
that he has made a substantial contribution to 
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the ■understanding of the situation in which mil¬ 
lions of Jews now find themselveSj by bringing 
together the material and the ideas which this 
weighty book embodies. Wc recommend it to all 
lovers of truth and fair play who wish light on 
what is now going on in Central Europe. 


Morris R. Cohen 
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INmODUCTION 


Five and one half million Jews dwell in the 
cast-central European region which extends 
irregularly from the Baltic coasts in the north 
through the Balkan peninsula in the south. The 
Russian border bars egress to the east and the 
glowering mien of the German and Italian dic¬ 
tatorships drive those who would flee westward 
back upon themselves. The seas to the north 
and south do indeed afford the means of escape, 
and the peoples among whom the Jews dwell 
would gladly wish their unwelcome guests god¬ 
speed, but no land or government has as yet 
been found willing to receive the would-be 
emigrants. 

Before the World War, all but a small fraction 
of these Jews were subjects of the Russian Tsar, 
the Hapsburg Emperor or the Rumanian oli¬ 
garchy. In Russia and Rumania the Jews were 
systematically oppressed: civil rights were de¬ 
nied them; their economic opportunities were 
sharply limited; and their persons and property 
were not safe from mob violence. In the Haps¬ 
burg domains the political status of the Jews 
was more favourable, but economic distress was 
as widespread among the Galician masses as 
among their brethren across the Russian or 
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Rumanian border. Before the World War, how¬ 
ever, the more venturesome among the harassed 
and poverty-stricken Jews could and did flee in 
hundreds of thousands to the land of promise 
across the Atlantic. In the United States of 
America the immigrants quickly achieved usc- 
hilness, alike to themselves and to their adopted 
country, and began to extend a helping hand 
to relatives who remained behind. 

The World War brought devastation to east- 
central Europe and ruin to the Jews. A con¬ 
siderable part of the region lay in the path of 
advancing and retreating armies which were 
insensible to human suffering and had little 
regard for the person of the Jew or his meagre 
possessions. Evacuations, requisitions, and 
forced labour were the order of the day, ancl 
homes were destroyed on an unprecedented 
scale. The Jews of Bukovina, for example, lied 
before the advancing Russian hosts, and those 
who returned after the termination of hostilities 
were obliged to seek shelter in cellars and caves 
because five to six thousand Jewish homes had 
been destroyed. In Poland no less than 100,000 
houses belonging to Jews were reduced to 
ruins by the war, ancl half a million occupants 
rendered homeless and destitute.^ 

I. American Joint Rsconsiruction Foundation — Report of Actmties. 
May IS, los^r-hec. 31, 1936, pp. 103-104. 
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At the close of the war chaos spread over the 
region which we have delimited. The Russian 
Empire had collapsed; Germany lay prostrate; 
and the heterogeneous conglomeration which 
had paid allegiance to the Hapsburgs was dis¬ 
solving into its component parts. The welter of 
peoples separating the Russians on the east from 
the Germans and Italians on the west each as¬ 
serted its independence. Parvenu states grasped 
lands in order to secure generous boundaries 
for themselves; liberated nationalities sought 
to eliminate ‘foreign’ elements.; every people 
strove to achieve prosperity. In this struggle for 
security, prosperity and ethnic unity the Jews 
were at times overlooked or ignored, at times 
discountenanced, and not infrequently they fell 
victims to suspicion, hatred or worse. Peace 
halted the ominous and heavy tread of march¬ 
ing armies, but the anxiety of the Jews was not 
stilled. The flutter of poorly disciplined military 
bands became a familiar sound. The Jews who 
survived eva cuat ion,^ arson and terror had to 
steel themselves to new trials: to plead, bribe 
and declare their patriotic devotion to new and 
jealous motherlands. 

When anarchy had been nicely balanced and 
sanctioned in this twilight zone lying between 
the Russians and the Germans, our five and one- 

Bb 
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half million Jews found themselves distributed 
among a dozen jealous states each bent on 
securing a maximum of security and prosperity 
for the dominant ethnic element. For the Jews^ 
too, as for other minorities, something had been 
achieved. Every state in this region, except 
Finland,^ was obliged to undertake interna¬ 
tional obligations to respect the rights of its 
minorities of race, language or religion. The 
Jews as a minority of race, language or religion 
were, therefore, assured full equality with the 
rest of the population. Citizenship was not to 
be denied to them; religious freedom was not 
to be invaded; and they were to enjoy equality 
before the law as well as full civil and political 
rights. Equality extended even to the free use 
of Jewish, as of other minority languages, in 
private life, in religious ceremonial, in trade, 
in the press and publications and at public 
meetings. The states were required to allot to 
the minorities a portion of the public funds 
appropriated for educational, religious and 
charitable purposes. Special provision was made 
for instruction in the primary grades in the 
language of the children belonging to minori¬ 
ties, and the Jews were guaranteed control of 

2. The international commitments of Finland were limited to 
the Aland Islands. 
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their own schools through the agency of locally 
named educational committees. 

Had these com,mitm.ents been honoured by 
the governments, the deep-seated national 
antagonisms might have given way to under¬ 
standing and co-operation. It is generally 
known, however, that all has not been well with 
the Jews any more than with the numerous 
other minorities who dwell in the new and 
enlarged states of east-central Europe. Yet it 
was difficult to appraise the true state of affairs 
because of a dearth of reliable information. 

I had previously studied the origins of the 
Minorities Treaties, ® and was eager to observe 
the life of the minorities in their immediate 
environment. This desire to examine the func¬ 
tioning of the Minorities Treaties, especially 
as it affected the Jews, was shared by the Con¬ 
ference on Jewish Relations. At the suggestion 
of Professor Morris R. Cohen, President of the 
Conference, and with the financial assistance of 
that organization, I went abroad in the summer 
of 1935. I spent several months in Geneva dur¬ 
ing the Fall of that year, and then visited the 
most important Minorities Statesbetween 

3. See Jaiiowsity, O., The Jews and Minority Bights. xSsS-iQtQ^ 
Columbia University Press, 1933. 

4. I spent one month in Poland visiting Warsaw, Vilna, Lwow, 
Krakow, and Itatomice; in Gzechoslovalda and Rtunania, I 
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January and June, 1936, returning to Geneva 
for the summer of 1936. Everywhere the Ameri¬ 
can diplomatic or consular agents were con¬ 
sulted as to the major problems affecting the 
countries to which they were accredited, and 
also as to the best course of procedure in study¬ 
ing such problems. The guidance and assistance 
■ thus secured proved invaluable in almost every 
case. Whenever possible I sought out and spoke 
to government officials, journalists, foreign and 
local, leaders of political parties and of public 
opinion, scholars who had devoted special 
attention to the question of nationalities and, 
above all, the leaders of the minorities thcro,- 
selves. In all cases one had to be cautious in 
making contacts with leaders of minorities, and 
in not a few cases this had to be done sub rosa, 
for too often the government authorities look 
with suspicion upon anyone who occupies him¬ 
self with the question of minorities. 

As a rule I had to content myself with visits 
to the larger centres of population because a 


devoted special attention to Prague, Bratislava, Bucharest and 
Cluj; brief periods were allotted to Danzig, Vienna and Buda¬ 
pest; and visits to Athens, Saloniki, Belgrade and Zagreb took 
nearly one month. Preoccupation with another project which 
consumed four months, compelled me to abandon altogether 
the plan of visiting the Baltic States and obliged me to curtail 
my stay elsewhere, in Rumania, for example, so that Bessa¬ 
rabia and Bukovina could not be visited. 
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study of the smaller towns and villages would 
have required far more time than I could 
afford. The government authorities, too, view 
with unconcealed disfavour any attempt to pry 
into local conditions. The local authorities 
especially, lacking the tact and polish of their 
superiors in the central government, frequently 
become disagreeable. Wherever possible^ how¬ 
ever, persons who knew the rural districts or 
had recently visited them, were consulted. 

Tire Jews were the object of special inquiry 
not only because they constitute an important 
minority ‘ of race, language or religion,’ but also 
because of rny special interest in the Jewish 
problem. Wherever the question had perti¬ 
nence, inquiries were m,ade with respect to the 
condition of the Jews. A way was always found 
to raise these questions witli government 
officials, politicians, journalists, scholars, etc. 
Frequently this was done not in the expectation 
of finding enlightenment, but solely for the 
purpose of indicating that public opinion in 
the ‘ Western’ world was vitally concerned with 
the treatment meted out to the J ews. 

Nor was attention concentrated solely on 
friendly or liberal quarters, A special point was 
made of interviewing anti-Semites—^those who 
had abandoned active hostility to Jews as well 
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as Nazis and leaders ofother anti-Semitic groups. 

Numerous consultations were held with 
representative Jewish leaders: with Zionists— 
general, labour and Mizrachie—with non- 
Zionists and with that fast disappearing group 
of anti-Zionists; with ‘Assimilationists,’ who 
refuse to recognize among the Jews any group 
life beyond religious ritual and parochial 
charity; with radicals, such as Bundists; and 
with Agudists and others who, finding no solu¬ 
tion of the problems of the Jews, appeal to the 
supernatural and await the Messiah who ‘ever 
delays his long-heralded appearance.’ 

Germany was not visited because serious 
study of this problem in the shadow of Nazism 
would have been impossible. Furthermore, 
those Germans who can make a contribution to 
our study, if not in concentration camps or 
refugees abroad, would be I’eluctant to speak 
freely to a foreigner. However, many Germans 
were interviewed in Geneva, in London, in the 
east-European and Balkan cities, on railroad 
trains, on board ships to and from Palestine and 
in Palestine proper. I also encountered .repre¬ 
sentatives of that unfortunate group of Chris¬ 
tian ‘ non-Aryans ’ whose world has unexpectedly 
collapsed about them and who, with little or no 
group sympathy or support to console and sus- 
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tain them, are yielding to apathy and despair. 

It was not difficult to induce men and women 
to express an opinion on the specifically Jewish 
problem to which this study is devoted. Indeed, 
that person is rare who, having read parts of 
the Old or New Testament, and nourishing 
some prejudices, does not consider himself an 
expert on Jewish history, past, present and 
future. It proved far more difficult to secure 
the accurate information which is necessary to 
an understanding, not to say a solution, of the 
many problems of the Jews. Much of the 
desired information proved non-existent or 
unavailable, and my queries often evoked from 
local leaders the exclamation, ‘ Would that we 
had this information! ’ However, a considerable 
am,ount of material was secured, and although 
much remains to be done by way of supplement¬ 
ing, analysing and comparing before an 
authentic picture of Jewish life in eastern and 
south-eastern Europe can be drawn, it is not 
impossible to trace an outline sketch of that 
picture. 

This study has been written with an eye to 
Poland and Rumania where the vast majority 
of the eastern Jews (exclusive of Russia) are 
concentrated. The analysis of the Jewish prob¬ 
lem here presented will, therefore, have par- 
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ticular pertinence to these two countries. Symp¬ 
toms are not lacking of similar developments in 
other regions, and these have been drawn upon 
for the purposes of illustration. But it was 
thought wiser not to enlarge upon incidents 
and tendencies which would be entirely in 
place in a full-sized history of the minorities 
question, but might appear out of proportion 
in a sketch such as the present. 

The evidence that went into the making of 
this study consists in largest measure of personal 
observation and of material secured in inter¬ 
views with men and women who cannot be 
named. Documenta.tion has therefore been 
reduced to a minimum. 

The many obligations which I have con¬ 
tracted in the writing of this book, I can dis¬ 
charge most inadequately. I owe a real debt 
of gratitude to Professor Morris JR.. Cohen who 
was the first to suggest that I go abroad to 
study the problems here dealt with. To the 
Conference on Jewish Relations, of which Pro¬ 
fessor Cohen is President, I am indebted for 
financial assistance which made possible both 
my travels abroad and the publication of this 
study. But for this assistance and encourage¬ 
ment, I would neither have written this book, 
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nor gained an intimate understanding of tlie 
broader question of national minorities. 

The discerning reader will recognize quickly 
that I have not described the life of the Jews 
in all of its aspects. This is not an oversight 
but a deliberate plan to write a brief and read¬ 
able book which the Conference on Jewish 
Relations might receive as a Report, In a state¬ 
ment which might be read at one sitting, I have 
sought to present an intelligent discussion of 
the most serious problem confronting the Jews 
of east-central Europe, This problem is, to my 
mindj the ‘cold pogrom.’ I have, therefore, 
seized upon every opportunity to hammer this 
point home, to analyse its causes and to 
appraise projects of reform. 

I am grateful to President Paul Klapper for 
a careful reading of the m,anuscript. His wise 
counsel proved invaluable. Mr. Joseph G. 
Hyman subjected my facts and conclusions to 
a searching criticism,. The book benefited from 
his suggestions; even where we did not see eye 
to eye, his remarks helped clarify my own views. 
Hr. Harry S. Linfield, a statistical scholar of 
unwavering objectivity and honesty, and Mr, 
Abraham G. Duker, whose knowledge of the 
Polish question is unique, very kindly read the 
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manuscript and made many fruitful comments. 
My colleagues Professors Theodore Goodman 
and Elliot H. Polinger patiently helped clarify 
passages which appeared obscure. Finally, I wish 
to express my gratitude to the many men and 
women, both non-Jews and Jews, who received 
me in the various countries of Europe, and 
although a stranger, confided in me. 

I cannot close without making it clear that 
acknowledgement of assistance does not involve 
delegation of responsibility. The virtues of the 
book are due largely to the promptings of my 
friends. The defects are my own. A book of this 
nature is probably not free of error. For error’s 
I am solely responsible. I recognize also that 
the conclusions are opinions, not facts. They 
are my opinions, and they involve neither the 
men whom I have named, nor the Conference 
on Jewish Relations which has sponsored this 
book. 
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I. FACT'S 


I. THE GENERAL POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 
SITUATION 

Of the dozen states which share the region of 
east-central Europe, six (Czechoslovakia, 
Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Esthonia and Fin¬ 
land) were newly created at the close of the 
war; Jugoslavia and Rumania were so greatly 
enlarged in territory and population as to 
constitute practically new states; Greece had 
visions of maritime dominion extending to the 
Asiatic mainland; Austria and Hungary were 
impotent little remnants which inherited only 
the burdens of the defeated and dismembered 
Austro-Hungarian Empire; and Bulgaria, erst¬ 
while satellite of the luminous German star, 
was now revolving helplessly in a hostile 
universe.^ All of the states, therefore—new, 
enlarged, or defeated—^were constrained to 
begin building their political and economic life 
from the very foundations. 

Frontiers, too, proved a troublesome prob¬ 
lem. Discordant claims of natural and historic 
frontiers, of ethnic and economic boundaries, 

1. Albania remained a ‘no man’s land’ until Mussolini reached 
out and asserted his claim. It is omitted from consideration 
here because it has no bearing on the Jewish problem. 
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served only to accentuate the fact that neither 
geography, nor economic necessity, nor national 
unity, nor ordinary common sense required the 
partition of the region into fragments. Nor did 
the heritage of national strife and bitterness of 
four years of warfare contribute to a peaceful 
and rational demarcation of frontiers. The rule 
of the jungle prevailed. Grab as grab can was 
the universal formula. Poland sprawled in all 
directions clashing with Russia on the east, 
with Lithuania on the north, and with Czecho¬ 
slovakia on the southwest, while the Germans 
looked helplessly but sullenly at what they con¬ 
sidered the partition of their fatherland. 
Rumania seized Bessarabia and Transylvania 
and found the excuse for sending an army into 
Budapest, the Hungarian capital. Jugoslavia 
became involved in a bitter controversy with 
Italy. In fact hardly a new frontier was drawn 
without some accompanying conflict or ill 
feeling. 

Were all this merely of historical significance, 
it would be unnecessary to dwell upon the 
troubles of the past. But the fears and hatreds 
have persisted. The Germans and Hungarians 
are as resentful today as in 1920, and far more 
intransigent and menacing. The Poles and 
Lithuanians eye one another suspiciously across 
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a troubled frontier. Cordial relations do not 
exist between Poland and Czechoslovakia, 
Jugoslavia still fears Italy. All the ruling 
elements in Russia’s borderlands are uneasy 
lest the bold experiments of the Soviets become 
a model for their own poverty-stricken masses. 
In a word, all of the states of east-central 
Europe are apprehensive about their security. 
National insecurity creates fear; fear results in 
intolerance; and intolerance begets the boastful 
aggressiveness of chauvinism. 

Along with security, the peoples of east- 
central Europe desire prosperity, but have 
found it even more difficult of attainment. The 
vast majority of the people live by agriculture. 
Before the War, when the Russian Tsar, the 
Plapsburg Emperor and the Rumanian oligar¬ 
chy stiU held sway, the masses of peasants eked 
out a miserable existence while the fruits of 
their toil were appropriated by the aristocratic 
masters of the soil. During the War the peoples 
of these borderland found themselves in the 
eastern or Balkan war zones and, while Poles, 
Rumanians, Czechs, Jugoslavs and others were 
drafted to fight and die for the defence of a 
hated Tsar or Kaiser, those who remained at 
home suffered all the cruelty and privation 
which war and occupation could inflict. 
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At the close of the war the masses of the 
people had reason to expect an improvement in 
their lot. The hated oppressors had been over¬ 
thrown and their own national kin sat in 
parliaments and chancelleries. Yet hopes for 
prosperity remained largely unrealized. The 
landlord class of Poland resisted efforts at 
land reform, and to this day no thoroughgoing 
redistribution of the land has been effected. 
Hungary is still a land of large estates. Other 
states, notably Czechoslovakia and Rumania, 
found it easier to expropriate German, Magyar 
or Russian landlords. But the villager remained 
poor—in many regions distressingly poor. 
Projects of social welfare, such as irrigation, 
improvement of stock, housing and the like 
would require large outlays which govern¬ 
ments felt they could not spare. National 
defence had the first claim on budgets. Armies 
and air forces had to be built up, new borders 
fortified, strategic railways laid out, and 
‘national’ ports, such as Gdynia, constructed. 

The needs of ‘national’ economy likewise 
dictated the sacrifice by the masses of imme¬ 
diate material prosperity for the more ultimate 
but less tangible national security. In modern 
warfare the industrial state prevails and no 
government can afford to risk being cut off 
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from essential war supplies. Basic industries 
must, therefore, be called into being and nursed 
during ‘infancy.’ Tariffs, and similar devices of 
economic nationalism were resorted to as the 
unfailing formula upon which infant industry 
thrives. The competition of cheap foreign 
manufactures was indeed eliminated, but the 
peasant and Worker were called upon to pay 
higher prices for the staple articles, such as 
textiles and hardware, of which they had need. 

Moreover, the walls of economic nationalism 
confine national products no less than exclude 
foreign. As Bohemian manufactures find the 
road to Hungary barred, so the wheat of the 
latter must find new markets or rot. When 
Viennese banking facilities are eliminated from 
Transylvania and Slovenia, the population of 
the former imperial capital must starve while 
the peoples across the borders are impoverished 
by the surplus which reduces prices and des¬ 
troys the purchasing power of the peasant. In 
short, the rendmg of economic bonds of proved 
utility, notably the dismemberment of the 
economic unit which the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire had long comprised, affected adversely 
all of the new political units which were strain¬ 
ing for an illusive self-sufficiency. 

Finally, the World Economic Depression 

Gb 
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intensified the maladies from which the new 
states w'ere suffering and raised the fever of 
economic nationalism. The halt in foreign 
lending, the decline in imports and conse¬ 
quently in exports, the crippling of industry 
with the concomitant evil of unemployment, 
the collapse of agricultural prices and the 
drying up of purchasing power brought misery 
to millions throughout the world. 

The measures taken by the various govern¬ 
ments to pull themselves out of the depression 
—measures founded in economic nationalism 
—served only to deepen the pit into which all 
had fallen. Tariff v/alls were raised and fitted 
with barbed-wire entanglements; import 
quotas severely limited the exports of neigh¬ 
bours ; ‘ national ’ exports were artificially stimu¬ 
lated by means of subsidies and bounties so as 
to overcome the ‘defences’ of others; currencies 
were inflated or devalued (among other reasons) 
to gain an advantage in the export market; 
and new terms were invented to create the 
impression that new means had actually been 
devised to meet an unprecedented calamity. 
The methods of economic nationalism during 
the past decade are not unlike those of the 
passengers of a battered and leaky vessel who, 
to escape shipwreck, shut themselves up tightly 
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each in his flooded cabin and proceed to bore 
holes in order to drain oiF the water into a 
neighbour’s compartment. As a result, all have 
been sinking ever deeper in the morass of 
surplus goods which can not be disposed of 
profitably. Prosperity no more than security is 
within reach of the peoples of east-central 
Europe. 

The peace of mind of Poles, Rumanians, 
Czechs and other emancipated peoples has been 
disturbed by another circumstance. The new 
or enlarged states lack ethnic unity. Nearly 
one-third of the populations of Poland and 
Rumania and more than a third of Czecho¬ 
slovakia consist of minorities; the minorities of 
Jugoslavia and Latvia comprise respectively 
some 14% and 26% of tlie population; Bul¬ 
garia, Esthonia, Greece, Hungary and Lithu¬ 
ania contain persons who differ in race, 
language or religion to the extent of from ten 
to twenty per cent of the population. 

The ethnic problem is further complicated 
by the fact that many of the minorities, notably 
the Germans and Hungarians, can look for 
sympathy and support to their kinsmen across 
the border. To the dominant peoples of east- 
central Europe, this presents the danger of 
irredentism and constitutes a threat to their 
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security. Moreover, some of the majority 
peoples have failed to recognize the right of the 
minorities to the homeland which they and 
their ancestors have inhabited for centuries. 
They view them as interlopers who menace 
their security and gnaw at their prosperity. 
Poland, for example, has sought to induce 
Germans as well as Jews to emigrate. 

The statesmanship of the new and enlarged 
states has not been equal to the task of assuring 
security and prosperity. The more reckless 
among the ruling elements have therefore fo¬ 
cused attention upon the lack of ethnic unity. 
They have led the ignorant masses of Poland 
and Rumania, for example, to believe that the 
minorities are the source and cause of all their 
ills. Hence the widespread tendency to perse¬ 
cute minorities. From time to time the Poles 
have terrorized Germans, Ukrainians, Lithua¬ 
nians, White Russians, as well as Jews. The 
Jewish, Hungarian and Russian subjects of 
Rumania have ample cause for complaint. Nor 
have Hungarians, Lithuanians, and the rest 
learned from the treatment meted out to their 
brethren across the frontier to deal justly with 
their own minorities. The statesmen of Czecho¬ 
slovakia alone, notably the humane Masaryk 
and his disciple, President Benes, have mani- 
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fested an understanding of the problem and a 
desire to evolve a satisfactory solution. 

The problems of security, prosperity and 
unity might have been less difficult of solution 
if the peoples inhabiting the new states of 
multiple nationality had remained loyal to the 
ideal of democratic government. The give and 
take inherent in parliamentary rule and the 
broadening effect of free discussion might have 
led to the realization that common welfare 
could be achieved only through cooperation 
among all peoples inhabiting a single country. 
But conditions rendered such an ideal illusory. 
Few of the peoples inhabiting east-central 
Europe had had experience in self-government. 
Accustomed for many years to maltreatment at 
the hands of more powerful nationsj the leaders 
of the emancipated majorities resorted to the 
same measures of oppression and violence 
against the minority peoples and even against 
elements in their own nationality who threat¬ 
ened their control of the state. And when they 
found criticism of their policies embarrassing, 
they yielded to the temptation which few 
tyrants can resist. They silenced opposition and 
reduced parliamentary government to a sham. 

If we except again Czechoslovakia, we find 
that practically every one of the governments 
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of east-central Europe is a Fascist or semi- 
Fascist dictatorship. The rulers have persuaded 
considerable elements among the majority- 
peoples that by this means a short cut would 
be effected to the cherished security, prosperity 
and unity. But this has resulted only in sharp¬ 
ening bitterness and strife, and in convincing 
minorities that their own welfare must be 
achieved independently of the ruling majority 
or of other minorities. Thus intolerance has 
served only to produce disunity, insecurity and 
the impoverishment of all. 

Amidst this welter of peoples and problems, 
of mutual suspicion and distrust, five and one 
half million Jews find themselves distributed 
among a dozen states. The Jews are sufifering 
from the general lack of security and prosperity, 
and their condition is aggravated by problems 
peculiar to themselves. It is to the peculiar 
status of the Jews that we must now turn. 

2. A FEW COMPARATIVE FIGURES 

It must be stated at the outset that current 
Jewish population statistics respecting east- 
central Europe are not infrequently estimates. 
Furthermore, when the attempt is made to re¬ 
late Jewish statistics to general population fig¬ 
ures, and to distinguish between majority and 
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minority elements we come upon further diffi¬ 
culties. With but few exceptions, governments 
make every effort to minimize the number and 
proportion of minority groups. I met Germans, 
Hungarians, White Russians, Lithuanians and 
others who complained bitterly that the official 
census figures were dishonest. The claims of 
the minorities are themselves exaggerated, but 
an impartial observer cannot help but feel that 
even where the directors of the census are able 
and honest men, some injustice is probably 
done. The states are new, officials untried and 
traditions of accuracy still to be established. We 
must remember, too, that the basic work in 
the census of the states in question is done by 
half-educated subordinates whose chief qualifi¬ 
cation for their task may be unquestioned de¬ 
votion to the ruling element of the dominant 
nationality. Therefore, it is by no means im¬ 
probable that members of minorities, many of 
whom are illiterate and timorous, are recorded 
as Poles in Poland, Rumanians in Rumania, etc. 

The census reports themselves are at times 
partly estimates. The Polish census of 1921 did 
not cover the entire territory of the Republic. 
Figures for the Vilna region and for Polish 
Upper Silesia were based on incomplete data 
or on the opinions of government officials who 
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had every reason to overestimate the number 
of Poles in the districts. 

Moreover, significant data concerning min¬ 
ority populations arc at times concealed by 
manipulators of the census. In 1921, the Polish 
census itemized population according to re¬ 
ligious affiliation and nationality, but in the 
last census (1931) ‘mother tongue’ replaced 
nationality as a standard by which minorities 
might be distinguished. The Austrian census 
lists linguistic minorities among whom Jews are 
not named, because German is the language of 
Austria’s Jews. To be sure the number of Jews 
is given under confessional distribution, but we 
have no way of detecting how many of the 
106,000 listed as ‘ Konfessionslos ’ are Jews.^ 
The Rumanian Annuaire Statistique ignores the 
matter entirely. It itemizes births and deaths 
and school attendance according to religious 
denomination and records the number of 
churches. But one searches in vain for minority 
totals under nationality, religion, mother 
tongue, or any other rubric.® As a result, the 
Jewish population of Rumania has been subject 

a. See Osterreichisehes Jahrbuch, 1333-1934 (Vienna, 1935) p. 

131- 

3. See Annuaire Statistique de la Roumanie, 1934 (Bucharest, 

1933)- 
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to some wild guessing. While the estimate gen¬ 
erally accepted is 1,000,000, anti-Semites have 
magnified the number to 2,000,000, and an 
unusually able and, I believe, honest census 
official assured me that the Jewish population 
does not exceed 758,000. 

In constructing the following table, I have 
had recourse to the reports submitted in 1931 
by the various minorities to the European 
Nationalities Congress. This material has been 
compared with and checked against the official 
census figures and against the statistics con¬ 
tained in reliable secondary works. Moreover, 
I had occasion during my stay in the various 
countries to inquire about the nature and 
reliability of the census. 

This table reveals that the Jewish popula¬ 
tion of east-central Europe numbers about five 
and one half millions in a total population of 
more than 110,000,000 or about 5%. It should 
also be noted that the populations of the eleven 
states which have been listed are far from homo¬ 
geneous. Taken as a whole, we find that over 
26,000,000 of the total 110,000,000 consist of 
minorities, i.e. over 23^% (nearly one-quar¬ 
ter !) of the total population of the region are 
persons differing from the ruling nationalities 
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in race, language or religion. The Jews coni“ 
pose slightly over one-fifth of the minority popu¬ 
lation. 

In four of the individual states of east-central 
Europe, namely, Bulgaria, Esthonia, Greece 
and Jugoslavia the Jews number i % of the 
population or less. In Austria and Czechoslo- 
valda, about 2|% of the population consist of 
Jews. The proportion rises to about 4% in 
Rumania, to 5% in Hungary and Latvia, and 
to 7.6% in Lithuania. Poland, where the Jewish 
problem is most acute, has the largest percent¬ 
age of Jews—9.8%. 

Small as these percentages are (except per¬ 
haps for Lithuania and Poland) they would 
still be misleading, were we to ignore the fact 
that the Jews are but one group among numer¬ 
ous minorities. The Jews do indeed constitute 
over 9% of the Polish population, but more 
than 31 % of Poland’s peoples consist of minori¬ 
ties. In Rumania and in Latvia the Jews 
compose less than one-fifth of the minority 
population; in Hungary somewhat more than 
one-third; and in Czechoslovakia there are at 
least fourteen times as many inhabitants belong¬ 
ing to other minorities as there are Jews. 

Yet the Jews of east-central Europe do con¬ 
stitute a problem. In the first place, statistics 
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relative to their proportion in the total popula¬ 
tion are meaningless because of their singular 
territorial distribution. The Jews are a city¬ 
dwelling people. 

It is true that of Austria’s 6,760,233 inhabit¬ 
ants only 191,481 are Jews (2.8%). But 91.9% 
of the total Jewish population (176,034) are 
concentrated in the nation’s capital, Vienna, 
where they compose 9.4% of the population. 
Nearly 60% of the Jews of Jugoslavia live in 
seven large cities. More than one-half of Czecho¬ 
slovakia’s Jews (50.8%) are concentrated in 
cities of over 10,000. In these urban centres the 
Jews constitute 5.4% of the population; whereas 
only 1.5% of the rural inhabitants are Jews.* 
No more than 9.8 of every too Polish subjects 
and 7.6 of every too Lithuanians are Jews, but 
the latter compose nearly one-third of the city 
population of each of these countries (31.6% in 
Poland and 32.2% in Lithuania.)® The figure 
of 4.2% which we have stated for the proportion 
of Jews in Greater Rumania takes account only 
of totals. A more detailed analysis reveals that 
the Jews compose 10% of the population of the 
capital, 13% to 15% of the urban population 

4. See the careful study of Dr. Frant. Friedmann, Die Juden in der 

Tschechosiouakei (Frag, S936) p. 3. 

5. Lestschinsky, Jakob, Das jddisclie Volk im mum Europa 

(Prag, 1934) p. 33. 
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of Transylvania and the Banat and about 40% 
of the inhabitants of the cities of Bukovina, 
Finally, 45,% of Flungary’s Jews (204,371) live 
in Budapest and compose 20.3% of the popu¬ 
lation of the capital.® 

Along with urban concentration we find an 
abnormal economic distribution among the 
Jews. For Czechoslovalda reliable statistics, 
based on the census of 1930, are available; 
these present the following picture: 

OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION AMONG JEWS AND 
AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION IN 


PERCENTAGES^ 

Jews 

General 



population 

0/ 

Agriculture, forcstrj'j ttnd fishing 

i. 

34.6 

Industry and handicrafts 

21.6 

34-9 

Trade, finance and communications 

48.1 

13.0 

Public office, liberal professions and the military 

8-5 

6.a 

Household and personal service 

0.5 

1*3 

other and no occupations 

1B.4 

10,0 


100.0 

100.0 


The occupational distribution of the general 
population strikes a balance between agricul¬ 
ture, industry and the services, including trade. 
Roughly one-third of the population is engaged 

6. See Die Matiomlitatm in dm Staaten Europas (Vienna, 1931), 
pp, an, ag, 45, laa, 438; Wischnitzer, M. Die Juden in der Welt 
(Berlin, 1935), p. 139. 

7. Friedmann, f. cited, p, 3. 
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in each of the two basic agricultural and 
industrial pursuits, and only 13% are occupied 
with trade, finance and transport. Not so the 
Jews. Whereas less than 9% are engaged in 
agriculture and related fields, nearly one of 
every two Jews seeks his livelihood in trade, 
finance and transport. 

The information respecting Poland is less 
satisfactory because the material gathered in 
the census of 1931 remains largely unpublished, 
and we are thrown baek upon statistics of 1921. 
The occupational distribution of gainfully 
employed Jews and non-Jews (as revealed in 


the census of that year) is 

presented in the 

following table: 

JEWS 

% 

NON-TEWS 

Agriculture 

9.8 

/o 

80.7 

Industry and handicrafts 

32.a 

7.7 

Trade and finance 

35-1 

1-5 

Communications and transport 

2.7 

1-7 

Liberal professions 

3.8 

•7 

Public Service 

.6 

1.6 

other occupations 

15.8 

6.1 


100.0 

lOO.O 


For every Jew engaged in agriculture there are 
more than eight non-Jews. But the percentage 
of Jews occupied with trade and finance, is 
twenty-three times as great as among non-Jews. 
Nor is the employment of nearly one-third of 
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Polish Jewry in industry and handicrafts indica¬ 
tive of a healthy economic tendency because 
the vast majority of Jews listed in this category 
are artisans. Only i8% of the non-Jewish 
industrial workers are occupied with the 
handicrafts (200,000 against 900,000); but 80% 
of the Jewish workers are artisans (200,000 of 
a total of 250,000).® The Jewish workingmen 
of Poland are concentrated in an antiquated 
branch of production. The domestic system, to 
which they are relegated, will in all likelihood 
continue to disintegrate in the face of indus¬ 
trialization which is actively promoted by the 
strongest elements of the Polish middle class 
and by the government. If peasant labour is 
preferred for large-scale industry (and that is 
the policy of the Polish middle class and 
government) the outlook for the displaced 
Jewish artisans is none too promising. 

It is hardly necessary to go into details with 
respect to the occupational distribution of the 
Jews in the other countries of east-central Eu¬ 
rope, especially since accurate statistics are rare. 
The concentration of Hungarian, Lithuanian 
and Latvian Jews in urban occupations, espe¬ 
cially in trade, is even more marked than in 

8 . Lestaohinsky, J., Das judische Volk im niuen Europa, cited, 
pp. 87, 6 gf.; Wischnitzer, cited, p. ao 6 . 
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Poland.® For Rumania even reliable estimates 
are lacking because the government systemati¬ 
cally conceals information respecting minori¬ 
ties. But judging from pre-war figures^® and 
from opinions expressed by Jewish and non- 
Jewish leaders in Rumania, not less than 75% 


g. In 1930, the occupational structure of gainfully employed 
Hungarian Jews and non-Jews was as follows: 



Jews 

0/ 

Ffon-Jews 

0/ 

Agriculture 

/o 

2.7 

/o 

53-5 

Industry and handicrafts 

33.0 

21.5 

Trade and commerce 

44'9 

4-3 

Communications 

I.C) 

2.8 

Public service and liberal professions 8.2 

4.7 

Other occupations 

to.3 

13.0 


100.0 

100.0 


Sec Di Jidishe. Ekanomik, Aug.-Sept. 1937, pp. rgi ft; Wiscli- 
nitzer, M., cited, p. 139; Goldclinan, S., JUdische Galuthwirl- 
schaft (Prag, 1936), MS., p. 5. For incomplete estimates of 
the occupational distribution in Lithuania and Latvia, see 
Wlschnitzer, M., cited, pp. 186, 191-192; American Joint Re¬ 
construction Foundation — Report of Activities, p. 39; La 
Situation Economique des Juifs dans le Monde, I (Paris, 
1938), pp. 168-169. 

10. In 1913 the occupational distribution of gainfully employed 
Jews and non-Jews in ‘old’ Rumania was as follows: 


Agriculture 

Industry and handicrafts 
Trade and finance 
Communications 
Public service and liberal profes: 
Others and without occupation 


Jews 

No)i-Jews 

OL 

/o 

a-5 

/o 

82.3 

42.5 

7.0 

37-9 

1.9 

3-.'i 

1.8 

IS 3.2 

2.0 

10.4 

5.0 

100.0 

100.0 
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or 8o% ofgamfully employed Jews are engaged 
in trade, finance and industry (predominantly 
handicrafts). In Jugoslavia I secured the nec¬ 
essary material from the communal lists and 
they reveal a similar state of affairs. Agricul¬ 
ture is a negligible factor in Jewish economic 
life, but trade furnishes the means of subsistence 
for about 50% of the Jews of the country. 

Jewish leaders in Danzig informed me that 
70% of the Jews of the Free State are merchants 
or petty traders, 20% are craftsmen and 10% 


n. Occupational distribution of Jews in Jugoslavia by families 


Occupations Number of families 

Merchants 5) 500 

Cojnrnercial agents 300 

Employees and offlcialsa 3)5oO 

Factory owners 250 

Artisans 2,000^’ 

Porters 130 

Government and municipal officials 400 

Teachers in non-Jewish schools looi^ 

Doctors yooi* 

Lawyers 280 

Engineer-s 200 

Pharmacists 90^ 

Vcterinarics 35 

Others (including agriculture) 1,800 


15,285 

a This is a vagiie category, I was informed that it mcludes 
clorhs and officials both in private business establishments 
and in Jewish institutions. 
i> Approximately. 

12. This figure is obtained by Including merchants, commercial 
agents and one-half of the vague category of ‘employees and 
officials.' 

Db 
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are in the professions and in related fields. In 
Salonikij I learned that the vast majority of 
Greek Jews are petty traders or without occu¬ 
pation; even Jewish intellectuals are a negli¬ 
gible quantity. For Austria precise information 
is lacking, but careful estimates reveal that the 
Jewish economic structure differs but little from 
the norm of east-central Europe.^®* And one 
hears in all quarters of Vienna that fully two- 
thirds of Austria’s lawyers (about 1,350) are 
Jews, and that Jews compose no less than 70% 
of the practising physicians and dentists (about 
2,070). 

All this information would have little signifi¬ 
cance if the Jews of east-central Europe were 
regarded as useful citizens indistinguishable 
from the rest of the population, except in 


13. The Economic Department of the World Jewish Congress 
gives the following estimate: 



Jews 

0/ 

Agriculture 

/o 

0.4 

Industry and handicrafts 

19-B 

Trade and finance 

5iJ.4 

Communications 

1.1 

Public .service and liberal professions 

9'5 

Otlier occupation,? 

10,8 


100,0 


La Situation Ecommique des Juifs dans U Monde, cited, 
PP- 3I-33- 
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religion and in certain phases of culture. But 
the Jews are not so regarded. With one or two 
exceptions, the ruling majorities, and the 
governments which are presumed to represent 
them, look upon all minorities, including the 
Jews, as undesirable foreign bodies whose 
elimination would enhance the welfare—the 
very safety—of the State. Such a state of mind 
can not tolerate the ‘monopolization’ by Jews 
of commerce, industry, finance and the liberal 
professions. Urban life must not be repre¬ 
sented—‘controlled’ is the word frequently 
used—by a ‘foreign’ element. 

3. PRESSURE FROM WITHOUT 

In laWj the Jews enjoy full equality in the states 
of east-central Europe. The constitutions pro¬ 
claim equality for all, irrespective of religious 
affiliation and, unlike Germany, the east- 
European governments have not enacted any 
discriminatory legislation against Jews. The 
Minorities Treaties, to which reference has 
already been made, provide an international 
guarantee for the just treatment of minorities, 
including Jews. These international commit¬ 
ments remain in force; even Poland, which has 
unilaterally and illegally repudiated supervision 
by the League of Nations in minority ques- 
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tions, is not prepared officially to embark upon 
a policy of discrimination against minorities. 

In practice, however, the Jews of east-central 
Europe suffer persecution. Everywhere dema¬ 
gogues and anti-Semitic organizations have 
maintained an unremitting agitation by means 
of street demonstrations, electoral campaigns 
and a sensational press. The Jew is abused, 
physical violence is an ever present menace, 
and well-organized boycott drives endanger his 
livelihood. The ‘cold pogrom’—the progressive 
elimination of Jews from economic life—^which 
is frequently associated with Nazi Germany, 
was conceived and practised in eastern Europe 
before Hitler assumed control. 

Poland 

To be sure, conditions in the dozen states 
which we are considering are not of one pattern. 
Poland and Rumania, where nearly four of the 
five and a half million Jews of east-central 
Europe are concentrated, present the most dis¬ 
mal picture. There, even security of life is want¬ 
ing. Violence is preached openly and practised 
all too frequently. When I was in Poland in the 
winter of 1936, anti-Semitic terrorists planted 
bombs in places frequented by Jews and 
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fomented riots in the universities. At that time 
observant Jews expressed the fear that pogroms 
would follow, and their anxiety has since been 
justified by acts of terror, climaxed in the 
Przytyk and Brest-Litovsk pogroms. 

The excesses against Jews are organized and 
perpetrated primarily by members of the 
National Democratic Party (N.D.) and by the 
even more violently anti-Semitic National 
Radical Gamp (Nara), an offshoot of the N.D. 
These groups are in opposition to the Govern¬ 
ment which makes some effort to suppress riot¬ 
ing and terrorism. But it would be erroneous 
to assume therefore that the Polish Govern¬ 
ment is free of anti-Semitism. The contrary is 
the case. Rioting, if tolerated, might get out of 
hand and endanger the regime, and pogroms 
occasion unfavourable publicity abroad. For 
these reasons, open violence is discountenanced. 
But press campaigns, anti-Semitic proclama¬ 
tions, as well as demagogic harangues and 
demonstrations are tolerated, except where 
open violence is preached. Boycott propaganda 
against Jews is even encouraged, because the 
objective of the anti-Semites—the elimination 
of the Jews—is shared by the Government. The 
latter differs only in method, preferring to 
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achieve the common purpose through ‘peace¬ 
ful’ means. The ‘cold pogrom’ is the Jewish 
policy of the Polish Government 

The facilities for pursuing such a policy with¬ 
out recourse to discriminatory legislation are 
far better in Poland than in a state where 
‘rugged individualism’ prevails. The Govern¬ 
ment (both in its central and local agencies) 
engages directly in production, giving employ¬ 
ment to hundreds of thousands of workers. The 
tobacco, liquor, salt and match industries, and 
the lottery, are state monopolies. In addition, 
the government operates chemical plants, mines, 
forests, military works, public utilities, etc. It 
was estimated in 1925, that 8% of the entire 
population of the country, and 15-16% of the 
inhabitants of the cities, derived their income 
from state employment. Since that year, state 
capitalism has expanded to embrace enterprises 


14. Tlie superb writings of Jacob Lestschinsky and the careful 
and detailed researches of the Economic-Statistical Bureau 
of the C.K.B. in Warsaw are the best sources on Jewish life 
in Poland. It is the duty of men of affairs as well as of 
students of the Jewish question to support the efforts of these 
European scholars. See especially Lcstschinsky’s Das jildiche 
Volk im neuen Eurnpa, cited and Der Wirtschaftlkhe Z’^am- 
menbruch der Juden in Deutschland and Polen (Paris and 
Geneva, 1936), and the Yiddish periodicals Dos Virtshaft- 
leche Lebn, (Warsaw, 1934-1935) and Di Jidishe Ekmamik 
(Vilna, 1937~ ). The best brief account in English is 

Abraham Duker’s, The Siiuation of the Jews in Polandi pub¬ 
lished by the Conference on Jewish Relations in 1936. 
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totalling in value nearly one quarter of the 
industrial and commercial capital of the 
country (22.5% in 1930-1931). The livelihood 
of no less than 20% of the urban population is 
earned in these establishments. 

The nationalization of nearly one-quarter of 
Poland’s trade and industry must affect Jews 
adversely in far greater measure than non- 
Jews: between two-thirds and three-quarters 
of the former are concentrated in these callings, 
whereas 80% of the latter are agriculturalists. 
It may be argued that nationalization is an 
economic necessity and that the Jews are pay¬ 
ing the penalty of backwardness. But what 
explanation, other than the ‘ cold pogrom,’ can 
be offered for the fact that Government under¬ 
takings prefer not to employ Jews? It is diffi¬ 
cult to find precise statistics on this matter, but 
a few figures are available. In 1934, as few as 
394 (1.2% of the total) Jews were employed in 
the railroad service. The city of Warsaw is one- 
third Jewish in population. Yet, of 4,342 persons 
employed in 1928 in the street car services, 2 
were Jews {.05%). When during the following 


15. I asked a high official in Warsaw to disprove tlds assertion by 
giving me the figure, or an estimate, of the number of Jews 
so employed. He replied that no figure was available be¬ 
cause to inquire after the religion of an applicant for work 
would constitute discrimination. 
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year, 1,500 workers were added to the force, it 
required a maximum of effort to have 4 Jews 
included among tlrem. 

The policy of the Government is evident in 
the civil service. Although composing 10% of 
the total population in 1923, the Jews were 
represented in the civil service only to the 
extent of 2.23% (3,880 Jews in a total of 
173,713). Moreover the greatest proportion of 
the Jewish officials and clerks were not newly 
appointed by the Polish Government; they were 
former Austrian officials (in Galicia) who were 
permitted to retain their posts. Since 1923, the 
Polish bureaucracy has almost tripled, but the 
proportion of Jews has consistently declined. It 
has been estimated that of the 475,000 persons 
who filled government posts in 1930-31, no more 
than I % were Jews. One would expect to find 
Jewish officials in public agencies which regulate 
economic life, both because this field of activity 
is so vital to the overwhelmingly urban Jewish 
community and because of the experience and 
competence of Jewish applicants. Yet even in 
1923, no more than 21 Jews in a total of 3,177, 
were to be found in the state credit institutions, 
i.e., .66%. Today, the all important govern~ 
ment credit agencies appear to be judenrein. 
In the local city administrations 2%-3% of the 
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office force are Jews; but it should be remem¬ 
bered that the latter constitute, on an average, 
30% of the urban population of the country. 

Tire process of elimination has affected the 
liberal professions. Unlike the civil service, the 
governing authorities are not in a position to 
interfere directly with the private practice of 
the physician, the lawyer or the engineer. But 
to an increasing extent, the livelihood of the 
doctor and engineer is dependent upon the 
public service; and here elimination is most 
marked. In Lwow, for example, 104 Jewish 
physicians were employed in public health and 
social welfare work during 1935; two years 
later, 24 retained their posts. In 1937, the rail¬ 
road administration of the Polish Government 
required 200 engineers. All Christians who 
applied were engaged, but every Jewish 
engineer was turned away. 

More serious in its consequences has been the 
progressive limitation of the number of Jewish 
students m the colleges and professional schools 
of Poland. The ruling authorities have thereby 
struck at the very roots of the Jew in the pro¬ 
fessions. While the number of non-Jewish 
students in higher education rose from 29,676 
to 40,954 between 1923 and 1936, the number of 
Jewish students fell from 9,579 to 6,207. During 
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the same period, the number of Jewish medical 
students fell from 1,469 to 588. In 1921, 352 
young Jews were enrolled as dental students, 
but in 1936 only 96 Jews were admitted to the 
dental colleges of Polandd® 

The ‘cold pogrom’ extends to private tmde 
and industry. Mention has already been made 
of the vigorous and effective boycott agitation 
which ruins the Jews and which enjoys the 
toleration, if not the encouragement, of the 
government. What is more, government policy 
makes it impossible for the Jew to combat the 
boycott through the only means in his power, 
namely, underselling. 

The tax burden is shifted from the village to 
the city and weighs heavily upon trade, in which 
the Jews are concentrated. Whereas only 15.9% 
of the national income fell to trade in 1928, 
more than one-third of all direct taxes were 
secured from that branch of economic activity. 
The credit policy has likewise operated to the 
disadvantage of trade. For example, of the total 
credits extended in 1931 by the Bank Polski, 
only 5.6% fell to trade. 

These policies may be justified by the fact 
that the Polish peasantry is distressingly poor 

16. La Situation Ecanamique des Juifs dans k Monde, I, cited, 

pp. Hy8-st84. 
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and in need of public aid. Besides, in times of 
economic depression it may be good policy to 
stimulate recovery in agriculture and industry. 
But justified or not, the Jewish trader is over¬ 
whelmed by the boycott, by the tax burden and 
by the lack of cheap credit, while the govern¬ 
ment does absolutely nothing to avert his ruin. 
Moreover, it is not so easy to justify the widely 
observed fact that the dispensers of government 
credit are frequently impressed more with the 
nationality of a firm than with the soundness of 
its collateral. 

In discussing with a Polish official the distress 
of the trader, the observation was made that the 
taxation and credit policies of the Government 
affect the non-Jewish merchant no less than the 
Jew. This point has force if one is content with 
superficial observation. It was not difficult to 
point out that proportionally many more Jews 
are involved, and that a hard-pressed Polish 
merchant, if he must abandon his calling, can 
turn to the civil service, to nationally operated 
enterprises or to factory labour, alternatives 
which virtually do not exist for the Jew. Most 
important, however, is the fact that a consider¬ 
able part of the non-Jewish traders are em¬ 
ployed in government establishments or 
organized in co-operatives which the govern- 
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ment favours with credit and with tax reduc¬ 
tions. The Polish official was quick to remark 
that co-operatives deserve encouragement 
because they arc socially desirable. But he had 
no explanation to offer for the fact that his 
government did not find Jewish co-operatives 
equally desirable. In 1931, the Polish Federa¬ 
tion of Credit Co-operatives received in state 
credits a sum eight times the amount granted a 
similar association of Jewish co-operatives, 
although the Polish federation possessed no 
more than t |- times the capital of the Jewish 
association and only 35% more in deposits. 

That the Jews in industry fare no better, a, 
mere glance at conditions in the handicrafts^’ 
will reveal. During the past few years, between 
one-third and oire-half of the artisans and fac¬ 
tory workers of Poland have been unemployed. 
The Polish government grants the unemployed 
a small stipend, with no apparent discrimina¬ 
tion against Jews. However, unemployment 
insurance is provided only for ‘ factory ’ workers, 
i.e., those connected with establishments of five 
hands or more. Since the bulk of Jewish artisans 
cannot thus qualify,^® the ‘dole’ is beyond the 

17. 80% of all Jewish industrial workers are in this branch. 

18. In 1936, the average Christian master artisan employed 3.4 
workers, while the average for Jewish establishments was 
only a.o. 
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reach of three-quarters of Jewish industrial 
workers. 

Nor is this all. A recent law requires all 
artisans, if they are to engage apprentices, to 
submit to an examination. To Jews this presents 
a serious obstacle. The small fee would in itself 
constitute a hardship for destitute workers, but 
more serious is the feeling among Jews —a 
feeling reinforced by experience—that they 
could expect less than justice from the examiners. 
The Jewish workers, particularly in the eastern 
provinces in which Russian was the official 
language less than two decades ago, do not as 
yet possess sufficient knowledge of the Polish 
language to satisfy the nationalistic examiners. 
What is more, the authorities expect from 
unschooled Jewish shoemakers and tailors not 
only a thorough knowledge of their trade but 
also an indefinite amount of‘culture.’^® 

Once masters remain unqualified, Jewish 
apprentices must dwindle, for non-Jews will not 
employ them. The elimination of the Jew from 
industry (factory labour is already difficult of 
attainment for Jews) looms as a probability, 
unless training is provided in trade schools. We 
learn, however, that in 1934, the Jews consti- 

19. If my information is correct, cobblers have been asked to 

name the rivers of Poland, 
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tuted, no more than 1.3% of the combined 
student body government technical and trade 
schools. ® “ Attendance on the Sabbath and anti- 
Semitic agitation among Polish students are but 
two of the reasons for this condition, but they 
will suffice. The elimination of the Jews from 
handicrafts, with the inevitable misery which it 
must entail, can be averted only by the main¬ 
tenance of special trade schools for the Jewish 
minority. The concern of the Polish govern¬ 
ment can be gauged by the fact that of a total 
appropriation of 27,500,000 z^oty for trade 
education in 1931, thirty-six Jewish trade and 
technical schools received 57,575 zloty, or .2%. 

More recently, the long arm of the Polish 
Government reached out to strike at an occu¬ 
pation which was long considered secure from 
hostile attack. The slaughtering of cattle and 
the preparation of meat for the Jewish consumer 
has given employment to thousands of Jews. 
But certain types of meat, forbidden to Jews by 
ritual specifications, have been sold to non-Jews. 
To those bent on limiting Jewish economic op¬ 
portunities, this traffic afforded an easy target, 

ao. In Warsaw the Jews constiuite 54.8% of all artisans, but 
only 1.8% (200 of a total of 11,470) of the students in 
continuation courses. If we include all trade schools in Po¬ 
land national, communal and private —■ we find that in 
*932, in a total student body of 28,646, the Jews numbered 
4.063. i.c., 14.1%. 
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Forgetting the miserable plight of the impov¬ 
erished Polish masses, a great hue and cry was 
raised about the suffering which Jewish slaugh¬ 
tering is supposed to inflict upon the animals, 
A law was, therefore, passed in 1936, limitiirg 
the ritual slaughtering of cattle to the actual 
consumption of kosher meat by Jews. To be 
sure, the exact amount of meat required by the 
Jewish population is not known, but it was 
estimated arbitrarily that non-Jews had con¬ 
sumed forty to fifty per cent of the stock of 
Jewish butchers. Therefore, when the law went 
into effect in January 1937, the Polish Govern¬ 
ment restricted the Jewish meat trade to 
approximately one-half of its former compass. 

To the uninitiated this measure involves an 
ultra-modern extension of the ideal of ‘ humani- 
tarianism,’ i.e., the elimination of cruelty to 
animals. Some persons attribute to the Polish 
authorities the desire to deprive the Jews of a 
staple article of food. Others accuse the Govern¬ 
ment of plotting to render impossible the cor¬ 
rect observance of the Jewish religion. It is 
more likely that all of these objectives, if they 
figure at all, are of minor concern to the Polish 
oligarchy. The primary purpose appears to be 
economic. It seeks to deprive several thousand 
Jewish families of the means of livelihood. The 
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Anti-Shechita Law, as the measure is popularly 
called, is part of the process of elimination. 

The boycott and the policy of elimination— 
the ‘cold pogrom’—have already bonre ample 
fruit in Poland. Since everyone concerned with 
trade—from merchant to peddler—must secure 
a ‘patent,’ or trade licence, it will be instruc¬ 
tive to examine the statistics respecting these 
licences. In 1924 the government issued 
434,108 licences. By 1928 the number had risen 
to 465,881, an increase of 31,773, or 7.3%. But 
the increase in the number of traders is not 
indicative of improved trading conditions. 
During the same period, first and second class 
merchants—^wholesalers, and retailers who 
maintain stalls in the marketplace or stores— 
fell by 21.6% (from 50,909 to 39,866). In other 
words, 11,000 merchants found it impossible to 
pay the requisite taxes and took to peddling. 
The growth in the number of the lowest cate¬ 
gory of ‘ traders ’ reveals greater despair. Men 
and women who found it impossible to earn a 
livelihood in any other field secured a few 
pennies’ Worth of merchandise and took to 
hawking. The desperate women whom I heard 
loudly advertise their wares in Vilna’s Tatkegass, 
the hunted men on Warsaw’s Malewki, whose 



FACTS 


63 


entire stock can be purchased for fifty cents, 
must face sharper competition. 

The fate in store for these ‘merchants’ is 
indicated by the licence figures for the period 
1928-1932. During these four years the number 
of licences fell by 39,878 (8.6%). In other 
words, nearly 40,000 desperate families have 
found the experiment with hawking a failure 
and, unable to pay the fee for the lowest-class 
licence, must beg or starve. 

How many of these declassed traders are 
Jews? Lestschinsky estimates that no less than 
35,000 Jewish families, or 150,000 souls, were 
thus ruined, and other sources substantiate his 
conclusion. In 1921, of the 310,000 Jewish in¬ 
habitants of Warsaw, 129,000 lived by trade; 
in 1931, while the Jewish population had grown 
to 353,000, the number who earned a livelihood 
from trade had fallen to 121,000, an absolute 
decrease of 8,000. During the same decade 
(1921-193.1) the proportion of non-Jews who 
lived by trade in the city of Warsaw rose from 
38% to 46%. That these figures are not excep¬ 
tional is attested by an inquiryof the C.K.B. Re¬ 
search Institute which revealed that during the 
two decades since tire outbreak of the World 
War, the number of non-Jewish retail stores 
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(in the 216 towns covered by the inquiry) rose 
by 540 %. 

The elimination of Jewish traders is a per¬ 
sistent and cumulative process. In 1933, the 
number of licensed traders fell by 5,799 in the 
whole of Poland. But it is significant to note 
that in two districts in which the proportion of 
Jewish traders is not very high, the number of 
licences issued actually increased, while in 
Galicia—formerly a stronghold of Jewish trade 
—8.7% fewer licences were secured than in the 
preceding year, i.e. a decline seven times as 
great as in the country as a whole. 

That trade has ceased to afford the means of 
livelihood for many additional thousands of 
Jews is revealed by the fact that more than 
three-quarters of the Jewish business establish¬ 
ments of Vilna enjoy each a turnover of less 
than 10,000 zloty ($2,000) a year. These traders 
cling desperately to their calling because no 
alternative, other than begging, presents itself. 

With hope born of despair, many ruined 
Jewish traders take to industry, chiefly handi¬ 
crafts. Thus in the decade 1921-1931, 45,000 
Warsaw Jews swelled the ranks of artisans. In 
that metropolis, 37 of every hundred Jews 
sought a livelihood in industry and handicrafts 
in 1921; by 1931, the proportion had risen to 
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46%. But the Jews are fleeing from the frying 
pan into the Are. They are concentrating in a 
few crafts such as the needle trades, watch¬ 
making, the manufacture of knitted goods and 
the like, where small establishments multiply 
and a livelihood is earned by inhuman exploit¬ 
ation of every member of the family.®”^ And 
even this is of little avail. The Jewish artisan is 
fighting a losing battle. Poverty is driving in¬ 
creasing numbers of Poles into the handicrafts, 
sharpening competition, inflaming national 
passions and rendering more precarious the earn¬ 
ing of a livelihood for the Jew. Statistics relative 
to the proportion of Jewish to non-Jewish 
artisans reveal the pressure upon the Jewish 
positions. Between 1929-1934, the proportion of 
Jews in the haradicrafts declined as follows: 

Warsaw province from 44.2 to 39.7% 

Lublin „ „ 56.5 to 53.5 

Volhynia „ „ 72.5 to 62.0 

Lemberg „ „ 43.2 to 33.6 

That the future holds little promise of improve¬ 
ment is evident from the fact that the percent¬ 
age of legally recognized Jewish apprentices is 
even smaller. In 1934, the proportion of such 

<)oa. More than one-lhird of Jewish wage earners in industry and 
the handicrafts earn less than Sa.oo a week. 
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apprentices did not exceed, in some regions, 
ten or twelve per cent. A special Committee for 
the Protection of Jewish Artisans was formed 
in order to facilitate the legalization of Jewish 
apprentices. Intensive activity did effect some 
improvement. But at the close of 1936, the 
figures still fell far short of the present pro¬ 
portion of Jews in the handicrafts.^^ 

Many modei'ate and reasonable Poles find 
justification for the policy of elimination in the 
peculiar economic distribution of the Jews. 
They declare that the number of Jewish traders 
must be reduced, and argue further that the 
Jews who compose less than 10% of the popula¬ 
tion should furnish no more than their propor¬ 
tion of doctors, lawyers, and the like. The abso¬ 
lute necessity of reducing the number of Jews in 
trade and in the professions is a debatable ques¬ 
tion. But if this were the sole objective of the 
Polish Government, provision would be made 
for the absorption of Jews into other fields of 
endeavour, in agriculture and industry for ex¬ 
ample. When, however, we are told that no 

SI. Proportion of legalized Jewish apprentices in 1936; 


Warsaw City 23.4% 

Warsaw province i5'0% 

Volhynia „ 29.3% 

Lwow „ 


MS. sources. Compare also Dos WirtshafthcJie Lebn, April 
1934, pp. 8-11. 
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land is available in Poland for the settlement of 
Jews; when the pressure upon Jews in industry 
and the handicrafts is no less marked than upon 
those in trade and in the professions; when the 
boycott is tolerated, if not actually encouraged; 
when, finally, the Polish authorities find no 
solution of the Jewish question other than 
emigration, we are confronted not with an 
effort to correct an unbalanced economic dis¬ 
tribution of the Jews, but with a ‘cold pogrom.’ 
And the ‘cold pogrom’ may be characterized 
as the medieval policy of expulsion clothed in 
modern garb and adorned with twentieth 
century apologies and pretensions. 

Rumania 

Detailed statistics such as have been cited in 
connection with Poland are not available for 
Rumania. But personal observation, confer¬ 
ences with well-informed Rumanian Jews and 
non-Jews and manuscript material in my 
possession have convinced me that the plight 
of Rumanian Jewry fully parallels that of 
Poland.®^ 

The active anti-Semitic elements, formerly a 
small minority of trouble makers, are now 

aa. This account was written before the royal dictatorship was 
established eaily in 193B. The new regime is even more out¬ 
spokenly anti-Semitic. 
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organized in two powerful parties whose wide¬ 
spread propaganda has gripped all classes of the 
population. The followei’s of the veteran anti- 
Semite Cuza and those of Goga have united 
(on a hint from the King, it is said) to form 
the National Christian Party. The second party 
is the Fascist Iron Guard-® which was dissolved 
by the government in December, 1933, but has 
reappeared under a new name—‘All for the 
Fatherland.’ Some 3,000 cells of armed, trained 
and disciplined Iron Guardists are scattered 
through the country, and their agitators as well 
as those of the National Christian Party go into 
the fields, helping the peasants and preaching 
against the Jews. The press carries anti-Semitic 
charges, including ritual murder tales, and 
patriotic Rumanians are urged to exterminate 
the Jews. Excesses and pogroms have followed 
as a natural consequence, especially in Mol¬ 
davia, Bessarabia and Bukovina. When I was 
in Rumania in March, 1936, the city of 
Czernowitz suffered a week’s reign of terror; 
and subsequently this was repeated in Kishineff, 
Bacau and other cities. 

The government is clearly anti-Semitic. Ade¬ 
quate measures have not been taken to prevent 

23. In addition, former Prime Minister Vaida Voievod has 
launched an anti-minorities and anti-Jewish movement of 
his own. 
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excesses or to punish their perpetrators. Martial 
law and a strict censorship reign in the larger 
cities but incitement to violence in the press, 
in manifestoes and at meetings and demonstra¬ 
tions are tolerated, while the few journals which 
combat anti-Semitism are repeatedly censored 
and suppressed. The anti-Jewish boycott is 
sponsored by the Government. I learned in 
Rumania that in the city of T. Severin (Walla- 
chia) a proclamation, which listed by name the 
Jewish stores to be boycotted, had the support 
of the local authorities. The King grants 
audiences and extends luncheon invitations to 
Goga and even to Cuza. Goga has been granted 
a professorship at the University of Cluj by act 
of Parliament. 

The Government extends every assistance to 
the anti-Sera,itic National Christian Party. In a 
speech at Constanza in the fall of 1935, the 
Premier declared that the latter party, unlike 
the champions of the peasantry, was genuinely 
national in its ideals. Special trains are placed 
at the disposal of the anti-Semitic groups for 
their rallies. Representatives of Cuza-Goga 
storm detachments-—youth gatherings they are 
called—are received by the local authorities, 
by the prefect, as in Barlad, or by the bishop 
and commanding general, as at Buzau. En 
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route, the youths are fed at the railroad stations. 
For its own reasons, the Government placed 
30,000,000 lei at the disposal of the National 
Christian Party to counteract the propaganda 
of the National Peasants Party, and issued 
secret circulars instructing the local authorities 
to support the work of the anti-Semitic group. 

Even the Iron Guard, although officially 
banned, has been dealt with leniently. The 
Minister of the Interior authorized, during the 
spring of 1936, a party rally at Targu Mures 
under the guise of a student congress, despite 
the objections of the universities without whose 
consent student congresses cannot meet. And 
special trains were made available for the 
purpose. 

Anti-Semitism is rampant in the schools. 
Ritual murder is mentioned in a Rumanian 
language reader for the third lyceum class. At 
a Bucharest high school, Jewish students were 
dismissed by the teacher with vile epithets be¬ 
fore the class on religion commenced. On Janu¬ 
ary 31, 1936, an inspector-general of high 
schools arrived in the town of Ramnic Sarat, 
assembled the students and lectured to them 
(in the name of the Minister of Education, he 
said) on the history of Greater Rumania. He 
presented false statistics to prove that foreigners 
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(i.e., Jews) owned the capital wealth of the 
country; that every Rumanian must feed 
eleven foreigners; and concluded by calling 
upon the students to drive the foreigners from 
the land. In the universities, Jews are segregated 
and tested separately, and maltreatment has 
resulted in a sharp decline in the number of 
Jewish students. Precise figures are not avail¬ 
able, but one or two instances may perhaps be 
taken as representative. The proportion of Jews 
among the medical students at the University 
of Cluj was 24% in 1922-1923, 16% in 1923- 
1924, 5% in 1925-1926, and today hardly half 
a dozen Jews are enrolled under the medical 
faculty. In 1935-1936, the five Jews who were 
enrolled at the Medical School in Bucharest, 
suffered maltreatment and appealed to the 
Minister of Education. The Government chose 
not to protect the Jews. They were advised to 
withdraw. 

Even Jewish schools have not been spared. 
Various subterfuges have been employed to 
reduce their number, especially in Bessarabia. 
Teachers are repeatedly called up for examina¬ 
tion in the Rumanian language and history and 
disqualified on the slightest pretext. Few Jews 
are admitted to teachers’ colleges but diplomas 
are required of teachers in the Jewish schools. 
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The greatest diihculty is encountered when 
official recognition is sought for a Jewish 
school. The result has been that the number of 
Jewish schools (and their pupils) has been 
reduced to 55% of what it was in 1920-1922. 

In economic life, the policy of elimination— 
the ‘cold pogrom’—is as prevalent in Rumania 
and as potent, as in Poland. The ‘ Law for the 
Protection of National Labour,’ passed in July, 
1934, has proved an exceedingly effective 
weapon. On the face of it, one cannot discern 
any discrimination against Jews. The law 
simply provides that 80% of the employees of an 
establishment must be Rumanians. What is 
more, at the time of its enactment by Parlia¬ 
ment, the Premier declared that Jews were 
Rumanians in the sense of this law. But in 1935, 
the ministry of trade and industry ordered an 
inquiry into the ethnical origin of the personnel 
of industrial and commercial establishments, 
and a special government commission was 
named to inspect every enterprise in order to 
discover whether the law, in its new ethnical 
interpretation, was being obeyed. At the same 
time, the government made it known semi-offi- 
cially that private trade and industry must find 
places for the numerous‘Rumanian’graduates 
of higher education institutions whom the gov- 
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ernment could not employ. In a number of cases 
which obviously cannot be named, the Govern¬ 
ment has actually assigned non-Jewish gradu¬ 
ates of commercial schools to Jewish firms. 
More recently the head of the inspection com¬ 
mission, Maneliu, declared that the purpose of 
the Law for the Protection of National Labour 
was to enable Rumanians (in the ethnical sense) 
to secure control of commerce and industry. 
Nor has the government stopped with mere 
hints or threats. Firms which were found to 
have included in the 8o% quota Jews and other 
Rumanian citizens of non-Rumanian stock were 
fined heavily, the largest establishments being 
mulcted of as much as 10,000,000 te' {$100,000 
at the official rate). Besides, importers who 
must secure special permits to have purchases 
from abroad admitted, and those who depend 
on credit from the National Bank, are com¬ 
pelled to dismiss Jews and employ Christians. 
All this has resulted in the dismissal of Jewish 
employees even by concerns owned by Jews. 
When I was in Rumania in the spring of 1936, 
Socec & Go., a ‘Jewish’ concern in Bucharest, 
served notice of dismissal upon 150 Jewish em¬ 
ployees. Similar action was taken by the Discom 
tobacco house and by others. At the same time, 
Ausschnitt, one of the largest Jewish manufac- 
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turers, stated in its advertisements that all of its 

workers were Rumanian by ‘race.’ 

Government control of credit operations 
through the National Bank, and of all imports, 
enables it to limit the ownership and direction 
of business houses by Jews, no less than their 
employment in them. Jewish banks have been 
liquidated. The great banking house of Mar- 
marosch Blank & Co. which controlled 40% of 
the trade and industry of Rumania has been 
ruined. The Moldova and Bercovici banks have 
been forced out of business. And numerous 
small and medium Jewish banks in the prov¬ 
inces were forced to liquidate when the 
National Bank refused to come to their aid 
during the financial panic of 193i-i932. Jewish 
business men in need of credit are now at the 
mercy of non-Jewish banks which do not hesi¬ 
tate to press their advantage. I have it on good 
authority that numerous applicants for credit 
and for import permits have been told bluntly 
that their requests would not be granted unless 
they accepted Christian participation in owner¬ 
ship and management. 

The administration of the taxes has resulted 
in a veritable reign of terror for the Jews. Their 
tax declarations are examined minutely and 
the slightest error brings down upon the culprit 
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huge penalties which frequently compel liqui- 
elation. The small trader who cannot afford to 
employ a trained bookkeeper is at the mercy 
of venal officials; even the reputable merchant 
cannot escape once he is caught in the meshes 
of bureaucratic intrigue. A glaring case which 
came to my attention was that of a firm in Kish- 
ineff, one of the largest millers in Bessarabia, 
which had its entire fortune of 40,000,000 lei 
confiscated. During the winter of 1935-1936, 
when Bessarabia was suffering from famine 
resulting from crop failures, and from an 
epidemic of spotted typhus, the government 
sent high tax officials to quiz millers, and 
dealers in wine, fruit and meat products. In 
some cases Jews were subjected to an inquisi¬ 
tion. The victims were taken to cellars and 
beaten by the secret police. 

Jewish artisans suffer from a regime very 
similar to that of Poland. They are required by 
law to qualify for their trade by examination 
and to secure diplomas. Many fall by the way- 
side, and those who successfully pass the exam¬ 
ination are compelled to engage non-Jewish 
apprentices—^mostly sons of peasants—^who 
must be taught the trade in two or three years. 

The civil service is practically free of Jews. 
The material is not available to establish this 
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fact statistically, but even Rumanian officials 
whom I interviewed conceded that the number 
of Jewish public servants is insignificant. The 
authorities, however, appear desirous of clear¬ 
ing every Jew out of government service. A 
number of specialists, some of them war 
veterans, who were employed in the army 
shops have been dropped. The few engineers 
who worked on the railroads are being weeded 
out. The Ministry of Labour is gradually 
removing Jewish physicians from the sick-fund 
panels. Under such circumstances it is self- 
evident that Jews do not figure among new 
appointees to office. In fact, the authorities do 
not relent even when the health of the Ruman¬ 
ian people is involved. In 1936, the Ministry of 
Health sought to attract young physicians to 
the rural districts which are sadly in need of 
medical and sanitary care, but all Jewish 
doctors who volunteered were turned away. 

The liberal professions, particularly the prac¬ 
tice of law, have, of late, been the subject of 
much controversy in Rumania. The anti- 
Semites proclaim loudly that the Jews and other 
minorities monopolize the legal profession and 
are driving true Rumanians from the courts. 
Unfortunately reliable statistics do not exist, 
but when a careful analysis is made the slogans 
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prove to be unfounded. Thus, an incomplete 
study has revealed the following: 

(a) In five districts of Bessarabia, for which 
statistics were available, the proportion of 
Rumanian lawyers to the total in practice in 
the districts rose by 32.5% during 1918- 
1934, while the relative increase of Jews was 
only 6.21%. 

(b) In Bukovina, the number of Rumanian 
lawyers increased from 26 in 1919-1920, to 
345 in 1933-1934- Jewish lawyers likewise 
increased, almost tripling in number, but 
relatively they suffered a decline. Whereas 
the proportion of ‘Rumanians’ in practice 
rose by 23.09%, that of Jews fell by 26,43%. 

(c) In ten districts of Transylvania the dis¬ 
tribution of legal practitioners prior to 1920, 
and in 1935 was as follows: 



Rwnaniam 

Jews 

Hungarians, 
Germans 
& ot/iers 

Prior to 1920 

292 

454 

515 

1935 

893 

509 

465 


The proportion of Rumanian lawyers to the 
total in practice rose by 24.69%. The pro¬ 
portion of Jews fell by 8,78%. 

(d) In the Old Kingdom (the Regat) the 



78 


FACTS 


emancipation of the Jews resulted in an in¬ 
crease of the proportion of Jewish lawyers 
from about 3% to 10.80%, while that of 
Rumanians fell from 97% to 89.20%. 

In the face of these findings, it is pure non¬ 
sense to speak of crowding ‘Rumanians’ out of 
the legal profession. What is more, statistics fail 
to emphasize the fact that numerous Rumanians 
who prepare for the bar become judges, gov¬ 
ernment officials, members of Parliament, etc. 
Jewish lawyers have no alternative but to prac¬ 
tice. If all Rumanians trained in the law but 
earning their livelihood in related fields were 
included in our figures, the proportion of Jews 
would be far smaller. 

Yet, chicanery and even violence are em¬ 
ployed to drive Jews from the professions. Dur¬ 
ing the summer of 1935, the Bucharest Bar 
required those of its members who hailed 
from Bessarabia to present the marriage certifi¬ 
cates of their parents, and Jews who could not 
produce the documents were disbarred. One 
Jewish attorney was suspended from practice 
because he produced copies instead of the 
original documents. The Bar examination like¬ 
wise involves special difficulties for Jews, with the 
result that during the winter and spring of 1935- 



FACTS 


79 


1936, not a single Jew was admitted to the 
Bucharest Bar. 

For the medical profession, reliable informa¬ 
tion is lacking. But I was in Bucharest and wit¬ 
nessed the expression of impotent rage on the 
faces of Jewish students when their colleagues 
were prevented from taking qualifying exami¬ 
nations for the government sick-fund panels. 

The official discrimination practised by the 
Rumanian Government against its Jewish 
citizens is perhaps best seen in the subventions 
which the state budget grants to the various 
religious groups, The Jews had been receiving 
sums ranging from 10,000,000 to 6,000,000 lei 
annually ($100,000 to $60,000 at the official 
rate). In 1935-1936,** however, the Govern¬ 
ment could not be induced to allow the Jews 
more than 1,000,000 lei ($10,000). When 

24. Government Subventions 1935-1936. 


SUBVENTION 


RELIGIOUS 

NUMBER OP 

% OF TOTAL 

1935-6 IN lei 

GROUP 

ADHERENTS 

POPULATION (in ROUND NUMBERS) 

I. Jews 

758,000 

4-9 

1,000,000 

2. Reformed Church 

660,000 

3.6 

31,552,000 

3. Lutherans 

300,000 

1-7 

11,289,000 

4. Moslems 

160,000 

.8 

6,945,000 

5. Uniates 

75,000 

•5 

4,987,000 


See Revue de Transylvanie, Aug.-Sept,, 1933, pp. 17, 26. This 
source erroneously states that the appropriation for die Mosaic 
religion tvas 6,8:3,000 lei. Even if this were a fact, die dis- 
crimination would be no less obvious. 

Fb 
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compared with the grants to other groups, the 
injustice becomes obvious. The member of the 
foreign office with whom I raised this question 
assured me that the treasury was in a deplor¬ 
able state and could not afford another lei, but 
I learned on good authority that 25,000,000 lei 
($250,000) is appropriated yearly to subsidize 
Rumanian schools in Bulgaria, Greece, and 
Jugoslavia. 

The other counUics of east-central Em ope 

Having dealt with Poland and Rumania, the 
conditions under which nearly three-quarters 
of the Jews of east-central Europe find them¬ 
selves have been described. But close to a 
million and a quarter Jews live in Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia, Austria, Lithuania, and Latvia. 
We must therefore see to what extent the treat¬ 
ment of the Jews in these states approximates 
that of Poland and Rumania. 

The anti-Semitic organizations, which we 
have found so active and influential in Poland 
and Rumania, have their counterparts in the 
other states of east-central Europe. Lithuania 
has its ‘ Werslas ’—an association of industrialists, 
traders and workers of Lithuanian stock— 
which agitates under the slogan, ‘The Cities 
Must Become Lithuanian.’ A rigorous boycott 
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propaganda is carried on, and even incitement 
to violence is not wanting. In Latvia an anti- 
Semitic youth organization named ‘ Pekon- 
krust’ demands ‘Aryan’ legislation after the 
German model. The Austrian Nazis arc active 
and, in their anti-Jewish campaign, they are 
seconded by numerous and powerful clerical 
groups. The Hungarian anti-Semites stage 
periodical attacks upon Jewish students in the 
universities. Czechoslovakia, too, is not free of 
active anti-Semitic elements, but they are dis¬ 
countenanced by the government. 

Unlike Czechoslovakia, the governments of 
Lithuania, Latvia, Austria and Hungary are 
strongly tinged with anti-Semitism. The Lithu¬ 
anian dictator Smetona is no anti-Semite, but 
the general-secretai'y of his party is the leader 
and theorist of the Werslas, while the Minister 
of Justice, Schilingas—a former baron of Ger¬ 
man ancestry—is an outspoken anti-Semite, 
The head of the Latvian Government, Ulmanis, 
and his War Minister Balodis effected a coup 
d’etat in May, 1934, instituting a personal dic¬ 
tatorship and assuring the nation that only 
‘ aliens ’ need fear their policy of ‘ Latvia for the 
Letts.’ The preamble of the Austrian constitu¬ 
tion reads: ‘In the name of God Almighty, 
from whom all law emanates, the Austrian 
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people are granted this Constitution for a 
Christian German Federal State on a corpora¬ 
tive basis.’ In Hungary, Gomboes, an anti- 
Semite of long standing, was Premier until his 
death hardly a year ago. 

The tendency to concentrate trade and 
industry in the hands of the state, so charac¬ 
teristic of Poland, is evident also in Latvia and 
Lithuania. It has been estimated that fully onc- 
third of the national wealth of Latvia has 
become state property. The Lithuanian govern¬ 
ment owns 40% of the national wealth (if we 
include the property of the state-supported 
co-operatives) and controls at least one-third of 
all trade and industry. This is especially true 
of the lumber industry in which the Jews have 
long been active, notably as exporters. 95% of 
the forests which constitute one-quarter of the 
national wealth, are state owned, and the 
government accounts for more than 50% of all 
lumber exported. Numerous Jews have thereby 
lost their means of livelihood. The export of 
produce, cattle, eggs and milk products has 
been concentrated in co-operative trusts which 
employ practically no Jews. 

The Lithuanian government has also insti¬ 
tuted a campaign against Jewish employees, 
especially artisans who comprise 28-30% of 
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gainfully employed Jews. In 1934, a compre¬ 
hensive law was promulgated requiring quali¬ 
fying examinations not only of all artisans but 
also of bookkeepers, domestic servants, 
chauffeurs, even of dancing instructors. It will, 
therefore, not be difficult to eliminate Jews from 
the handicrafts, particularly since candidates 
are required to have not only a thorough know¬ 
ledge of their trade, but also to satisfy the 
examiners on their proficiency in the Lithuanian 
language and history, in mathematics, in 
grammar, and the like. 

Taxation and the concentration in the hands 
of the governments of a considerable propor¬ 
tion of credit operations affect urban occupa¬ 
tions, and the Jews, adversely. For example, 
4.0% of the Lithuanian national income was 
derived from trade and industry in 1928, but 
these categories provided 60% of all taxes. In 
Latvia, state institutions account for three 
cjuarters of all credit operations. On December 
I, 1929, the proportion of outstanding credits 
granted by the State Bank was as follows: 78% 
to Letts, 9% to Jews, 13% to other minorities. 
On the face of it, this apportionment of credit 
appears fair enough, for the Letts constitute 
73.4% of the population. But the gross dis¬ 
crimination against the urban population 
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becomes evident when we recall that over 70% 
of the Letts are engaged in agriculture (for 
which, incidentally, a special agricultural bank 
also extends credit) and only 12.8% are active in 
industry and commerce. Among the Jews 46.8% 
are engaged in trade and 29.1% in industry. 

In Austria, credit is concentrated in the 
hands of the State, and Jews complain of dis¬ 
crimination. Moreover, the liquidation of the 
great Jewish banks, ineluding the Rothschilds, 
and the rationalization of the country’s finan¬ 
cial institutions have resulted in the elimina¬ 
tion of about 50% of the Jewish bank employees, 
while only 10% of the non-Jews lost their posts. 
The failure of the great Phoenix insurance 
company and its reorganization by the govern¬ 
ment was accompanied by the wholesale 
dismissal and ruin of Jewish agents, employees 
and many policy holders. Many Jews of 
Vienna complain also of difficulty in securing 
licences to trade, and those who resort to 
peddling without lieences are punished. A 
special law forbids soliciting for the purpose of 
making sales, thus reducing a considerable 
number of Jewish agents and instalment 
merchants to penury. Those whom the arm of 
the law does not reach suffer from an effective 
boycott agitation. 
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In agrarian Hungary measures of discrimina¬ 
tion develop somewhat more slowly, but the 
same tendency is evident from an inquiry 
instituted by the former prime minister, Gom- 
boes. The object of the inquiry was to discover 
what positions the Jews were occupying in 
private trade and industry. 

The drive upon the liberal professions is best 
illustrated by the elimination of educational 
facilities for Jews. The authorities set a quota 
for Jews in the higher educational institutions, 
and anti-Semitic attacks by non-Jewish students 
render the life of the Jewish student intolerable. 
The result is evident in Hungarian and Latvian 
statistics. Whereas Jews accounted for 31.7% 
of the student body of higher educational 
institutions of Hungary in 1917-1918, the 
proportion had fallen to 10.5% by 1931. In 
Latvia the percentage fell between 1920-1931 
from 15.7% to 8.5%. The high post-war 
proportion of Jews in the schools corresponded 
approximately with their relative strength in 
the urban population. Today the percentage 
of Jewish students comes closer to their ratio 
in the entire population. Moreover, total per¬ 
centages are misleading because many of the 
Jews are enrolled in the philological and philo¬ 
sophical faculties which prepare the non-Jew 
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for some state position, but which offer the Jew 
no means of livelihood. 

Jews are attracted to medicine because free 
competition in that field offers the hope of a 
livelihood, and here the possibilities for train¬ 
ing are progressively restricted. In 1917-1918, 
51.5% of all Hungarian medieal students were 
Jews; in 1931-1932, only 14.3%. In 1920, the 
Latvian medical faculties enrolled Jewish 
students to the extent of 25.7%, but in 1932, no 
more than 6.9% of medical students were Jews. 
In Lithuania progressive reductions in the pro¬ 
portion of Jewish medical students have reached 
a new low of 7.5%. Austria achieves the desired 
restriction by preventing Jews from serving 
their internship in the public hospitals. Jews 
already in practice are progressively eliminated 
from the sick-fund panels, which occasions 
serious loss of income, and the boycott, preva¬ 
lent everywhere, makes it difficult for many 
Jewish lawyers, as well as doctors, to remain in 
practice. 

The results are evident from representative 
figures affecting Lithuania. In that country the 
proportion of Jewish lawyers has been reduced 
from some 60% to 40%, while in the city of 
Kovno, Jewish doctors, who had constituted 
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63 % of all practising physicians (19 of a total 
of 30) in igoij were reduced to 44% (54 
among 123) by 1932. Those who are inclined to 
view even the present proportion as excessive, 
must bear in mind that the process of elimina¬ 
tion has only begun to gather momentum. 

In trade, industry and the professions, it is 
necessary to resort to indirect methods in order 
to eliminate Jews. The government service 
lends itself to more direct and quicker treat¬ 
ment. Jews are simply not appointed to the 
bureaucracy, and reasons are readily found for 
dismissing those already in office. The Austrian 
bureaucracy consists of about 160,000 persons. 
The Jews, constituting 2.8% of the population, 
should be entitled to at least 4,000 posts. In 
fact, one finds a maximum of 680. In some 
departments, such as the police, all Jews have 
been eliminated. In the railroad admhiistra- 
tion, perhaps thirty Jews remain. Of some 1,600 
judges, a score of Jews still sit, but not one of 
these was named subsequent to 1919. Among 
the thousands of elementary school teachers in 
Vienna, perhaps a dozen are Jews. In the health 
service Jews are better represented, but of 112 
Jewish doctors and dentists employed by the 
city of Vienna less than a decade ago, nearly 50 
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have been dismissed. Recently, the Vienna 
municipality discharged Jewish engineers, kin- 
dergartners and welfare workers. Not long ago, 
eleven Jews who sat on state industrial com¬ 
missions lost their posts.®® 

The Lithuanian central government and the 
communal administrations employ about 
28,000 persons. Among these are a few hundred 
Jews. Fifteen of the 500 office holders of the city 
of Kovno are Jews. In 1933, that city employed 
2,000 workingmen, all non-Jews. Jews compose 
50% of the population of the city of Vilko- 
viski; one among 109 officials is a Jew. The 
University of Kovno counts three Jews in a 
staff of 285. Several years ago, there were a few 
high-school teachers. Today there are none. 

In Latvia, the census of 1925 revealed that 
of 5,291 officials of the central government 21 
were Jews, and only a few hundred of the 
20,000 state and communal posts were filled by 
Jews. Among 1,682 persons employed in the 
administration of Justice, not a single Jew was 
to be found. Of 4,316 police officers one was a 
Jew; the railroad and street-car services em¬ 
ployed 33 Jews; the post, telegraph and tele- 

35. As this book goes to press, Austria is being annexed by the 
Third Reich, and its Jews must be prepared to face even 
greater trials. 



FACTS 


89 


phone, only two. The University of Riga, 
manned by a staff of 385, contained only one 
Jew, All in all, the Jews of Latvia who com¬ 
posed 5.2% of the population in 1925, did not 
fill 1% of the government positions. 

Even in Czechoslovakia, where there is no 
tendency to persecute Jews, the number of 
Jewish civil servants fell from 9,920 in 1921 to 
5,601 in 1930, During the same period more 
than 60,000 persons were added to the govern¬ 
ment service, From what I have seen in 
Czechoslovakia, it is difficult to suspect the 
government of employing methods prevalent in 
Rumania or Poland, But this conclusion is 
inevitable. Many government positions vacated 
by the death or pensioning of Jews are filled by 
Christians, while the number of Jews newly 
admitted to the civil service is declining. 

The Jews of Esthonia, Bulgaria, Jugoslavia 
and Greece are relatively not numerous and the 
Balkan states at least have not, as a rule, been 
ill-disposed to them. These Jewries would con¬ 
stitute no serious problem, certainly not a 
political one, were it not for Nazi propaganda. 
Conditions in these countries will, therefore, 
be referred to in another section. 

a6. For an excellent analysis, see Friedman, F., cited, pp. 11-13. 
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4. MISERY WITHIN 

The relentless drive of organized anti-Semitism, 
and the failure of the governments to concern 
themselves with the Jewish problem in a posi¬ 
tive and constructive manner, have already 
produced far-reaching effects upon the Jews. 
These are most clearly evident in the state of 
panic and despair to which the Jews, notably 
those of Poland and Rumania, have been 
reduced; in the segregation and isolation of the 
hapless people in a number of countries; in the 
pauperization of large masses of Jews; and in 
the relative, if not absolute, decline of Jewish 
population. 

(a) The Jews of east-central Europe are terror- 
stricken. They have been the victims of so 
virulent a campaign of hatred and abuse, especi¬ 
ally since the Nazis rose topower in Germany, that 
they are in a state of chronic anxiety, ever appre¬ 
hensive of what the morrow might bring. This 
impresses itself quickly upon the mind of the 
visitor. Men and women talk of their plight in 
hushed voices; they glance back over their 
shoulders—a common habit east of the Rhine 
and south of the Danube, so disagreeable to an 
American and difficult to accustom himself to. 
One is ever reminded that ‘ there is a law which 
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renders liable to severe penalties any person 
who divulges information—even authentic in- 
form.ation—which is harmful to the ruling 
element of the country’, 

(b) The Jews are being segregated socially. 
The narrowing of economic opportunities tend 
to isolate the Jew. But even more noteworthy, 
m,orally and psychologically, are the effects of 
segregation in the social sphere. To the question 
whether they still had non-Jewish friends, 
Danzig Jews replied sadly, ‘ Our lifelong Gen¬ 
tile friends dare not associate with us.’ They 
told, with evident pain, of being ignored on the 
streets by school chums, colleagues and friends; 
and an occasional, furtive apology of a generous 
Christian was remembered with touching grati¬ 
tude. Elsewhere social contact with the outside 
world is not yet so severely restricted; Jews and 
non-Jews co-operate in professional associa¬ 
tions, in clubs, at social functions. But the 
masses of Jews are not involved in this inter¬ 
course and, as a rule, what social contact 
remains is due to the efforts of the Jews. The 
dominant peoples do not seek the society of 
Jews. It is the latter who find their way through 
the narrow openings in the walls which rise 
about them. The fiction of‘Jewish separatism’ 
is invoked to quiet the troubled conscience of 
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non-Jews. ‘Jewish separatisna’ is the effect, not 
the cause, of external segregation. 

(c) Mass poverty has reached dangerous pro¬ 
portions. A description of the wretched misery 
one encounters or hears about in Poland, Salo- 
niki, Vienna, Sub-Carpathian Ruthenia, Bessa¬ 
rabia, Marmarosch and other regions would 
fill volumes. This study must confine itself to 
the barest outline of destitution prevalent in 
the most distressed Jewish areas. 

The marks of recognition of pauperization 
and poverty—both human and statistical— 
are legion. The tax lists of the Jewish communi¬ 
ties constitute one reliable source of evidence. 
In Poland the Kehillot are empowered by law 
to assess their membership, which embraces all 
the professing Jews of the locality. The tax 
imposed is a graduated one ranging from five 
zloty to 1,000 or more; and recent studies 
indicate that more than fifty per cent of Polish 
Jewry is unable to contribute to the Jewish 
communities even the minimum (direct) tax of 
five zloty (less than one dollar) a year. An 
analysis of the revenues of twenty communities, 
including Warsaw, Lodz, and other large cities, 
and comprising 700,000 souls—nearly one- 
c|uarter of the total Jewish population of Poland 
—^has revealed that 50-55% are entirely with- 
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out the means to pay the tax. Moreover, we 
must draw no hasty conclusions from the fact 
that the remainder figures on the tax lists, 
because one-half of all the taxpayers can pay no 
more than ten zloty (less than two dollars) a 
year. It is therefore not unreasonable to con¬ 
clude with one of the ablest students of this 
question®’ that about seventy-five per cent of 
Polish Jewry may be classed as ‘poor.’ 

Even more startling are the numbers who 
must appeal to public assistance. The Jewish 
communities are in no position to extend aid 
except to the destitute, and the communal alms 
distributed at Passover time rarely exceed forty 
cents per person, perhaps two dollars per 
family. Yet, to secure this paltry sum, about 
thirty per cent of the Jews of Warsaw and 
Krakow, thirty-five per cent of the Jews of 
Lublin, nearly forty per cent of the Jews of 
Lodz, over forty per cent of Vilna’s Jews and 
fully fifty per cent of those ofLwow, must suffer 
humiliation. It is mdeed no exaggeration to say 
that more than one million of Poland’s three 
million Jews require communal aid and are 
living on the verge of starvation,®® 

ay. See Lestschiiisky, J., Das jiidische Volk im neuen Earojia, cited, 
pp. 77-79. 

a8. For a recent study of this question, see Di Jidishe Ekommik, 
June-July, 1937, pp. S&-67. 
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The pauperization of Polish Jewry staggers 
the imagination because of the vast numbers 
involved. But it would be a mistake to assume 
that other Jewries are not similarly threatened 
with destruction. In the Jewish community of 
Vienna, where the franchise is the privilege of 
rate-payers, only 46,000®® of a total Jewish 
population of 176,000 qualified to vote in the 
elections of November, 1936. Eight thousand 
men and women forfeited the right to vote 
between 1932-1936. Perhaps a thh’d of this 
number is accounted for by resignations from 
the Kehillah, which were due only partly to 
difficulty in meeting the assessments; the 
remainder were impoverished members who 
could no longer find the means wherewith to 
pay taxes. No less than 60,000 of Vienna’s Jews 
require communal aid. 

The plight of Saloniki is even more dismal. 
As few as 1,000 heads of families, in a total 
Jewish population of about 60,000, can afford 
to pay the direct communal tax. And 40,000— 
fully two-thirds of the Jews of the city—are so 
destitute as to clamour for relief. How many 
more are needy but are prevented by pride 
from begging no one can tell. The depths of 

29. These do not represent heads of families because women, 
too, may vote. 
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destitution to which this once flourishing 
Jewish centre has sunk can perhaps best be 
gauged by the fact that the communal budget 
for a population of 60,000 was fixed in 1936 at 
5,500,000 drachmas ($55,000 at the current rate 
of exchange). And the raising of this inade¬ 
quate sum presented insurmountable difficul¬ 
ties. A deficit of 1,500,000 drachmas ($15,000) 
was expected, compelling the Kehillah to 
sell more of the rapidly diminishing pro¬ 
perties which remain from more prosperous 
days. 

I visited the Faubourgs^ the poor Jewish 
quarters of Saloniki—the ‘Regie,’ ‘ 151,’ ‘Kala 
Marya,’ and the others. I talked with the 
director of the Baron Moses Hirsch quarter and 
saw records which convinced me that 662 
families live in 530 rooms. The appearance of 
the hovels and of the human beings who dwell 
in them made it clear why so many families are 
unable to pay rent. 

Saloniki, however, is relatively a small city 
and in good weather people are in the streets 
where air and sunshine are abundant. But 
thousands of Warsaw’s Jews are deprived even 
of these free gifts of nature. I shall never forget 
the visit to 51 Mila Street, a dilapidated wooden 
structure set in a back yard. The building was 

Gb 
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unfit for human habitation, yet several hun¬ 
dred persons found in it their ‘hom,es’—in 
cold, dark and damp cellars and on upper floors 
that could be reached only by worn-down stair¬ 
ways on which it was sometimes diflicult to 
maintain a foothold. The rooms were small, 
but the furniture consisted generally of a large 
bed, a sm,all stove, one or two chairs, a work¬ 
table and machine. For the one room served as 
kitchen, laundry, nursery and workshop, and 
at night ten, twelve, or more human beings of 
all ages and of both sexes must find their beds 
in it. To be sure the Polish government could 
not be held responsible for such conditions 
because the Jews lived in the ‘drcvniak’ ille¬ 
gally. Should the government take cognizance 
of the matter—I was told—it would condemn 
the buildings on hygienic grounds without, of 
course, providing new homes for the displaced 
tenants. Poland’s method of dealing with the 
Jewish problem is elimination—the elimina¬ 
tion of inferior dwellings, the elimination of 
untrained workers or business men, the elimi¬ 
nation of the Jewish middleman from certain 
fields of endeavour, the elimination of Jews 
from government office and from public em¬ 
ployment. The government does not feel 
obliged to provide new homes, new means of 
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livelihood or new hopes for its Jewish citizens. 
In fact many nationalists throughout east- 
central Europe believe that the process of elim¬ 
ination will solve the Jewish problem by remov¬ 
ing the ‘surplus’ Jewish population. And no 
nationalist has as yet defined mathematically 
the term ‘surplus.’ We remain in the dark as 
to the number of‘useful’ or ‘required’Jews. 

The continuous pauperization of Polish 
Jewry has brought thousands of human beings 
to apathy and despair, and that deplorable state 
of mind is reflected in the attitude of many of 
the Jewish leaders. When his hesitancy to speak 
had been overcome, a well-informed Jew of 
Lwow said in utter hopelessness, ‘A year or two 
ago 40% of our people applied for aid to the 
community; this year it is 50%; and next year 
or the year after that, it will be 60%. We are 
waiting for death.’ This man had never spoken 
so before; he had been more hopeful of the 
future. But the need has grown inexorably at 
the very time when the means at the disposal of 
the community have declined calamitously. 
Between 1929 and 1936, the budget of the 
Lwow Jewish community declined from two to 
one million doty, and the harassed communal 
leaders, unable to stem the tide of pauperiza¬ 
tion or to secure the funds necessary for the 



98 


FACTS 


mitigation of suffering, are yielding to despair. 

Impressed with what I had heard and seen in 
various parts of Poland, and troubled by the 
fact that communal aid was neither continuous 
nor adequate, I asked one of the ablest Jewish 
leaders of Warsaw; ‘What do the masses of 
Polish Jews live on?’ 

‘ On Missim (miracles) and potatoes,’ was the 
finished reply. 

J\fissim as a food supply is thoroughly com¬ 
prehensible. The source of the potatoes is not 
easily evident. 

(d) Incomplete as our statistical material is, 
we can nevertheless say with certainty that in 
most states of east-central Europe the past fifteen 
years have witnessed a relative, and in some 
cases an absolute, decline in the Jewish popula¬ 
tion. The published figures for the city of War¬ 
saw and for six provinces of Poland which con¬ 
tain about 46% of the total Jewish population, 
reveal that the Jews did grow in numbers during 
the decade 1921-1931. But a careful analysis by 
Jacob Lestschinsky®" establishes the fact that, in 
comparison with the Christian population, the 
Jews are losing ground. The following table, 
taken from Lestschinsky, shows the relative 
decline of the Jewish population in Poland: 

30. See Tivo fitor, January-Mardi, 1936, pp.1-30. 
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AUGUST 19a I END OE 1 93 1 END OF 1 936 
Total population ay.aoojooo 33,133,000 34,321,000 

Jewish population 2,845,364 3,135,000 3,225,000 

% Jews 10.5% 9.8% 9.4% 

It must be admitted that the above figures are 
estimates, but even if data hereafter published 
prove them incorrect in some details, it is un¬ 
likely that our conclusion will be affected. In 
every one of the seven regions for which 
material is available the Christian population 
is out-stripping that of the Jews. 

A more detailed analysis of the material 
already published shows even more clearly the 
relative decline of the Jews, In the six provinces 
of Poland already referred to, the Jewish urban 
population (those living in communities of 
more than 2,000) fell from 37% of the total to 
32.2%, The statistics re.spectmg the rural popu¬ 
lation are even more revealing. The number of 
Jews living in communities of less than 2,000 
declined not only relatively but absolutely. In 
the six provinces, 282,791 Jews lived in rural 
districts in 193X5 against 290,765 in 1921. The 
whole of the natural increase plus some 8,000 
of the Jewish population of 1921 disappeai’cd 
from the very small towns and villages. 

One is tempted to attribute the dwindling 
Jewish rural population to economic forces. 
Poland is undergoing industrialization, and 
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numerous peasants as well as Jews are flocking 
to the cities. In the decade of 1921-1931, the 
non-Jewish rural population also declined from 
87% of the total population to 84.6%. But the 
absolute number of rural non-Jews grew by- 
more than 1,150,000, whereas the number of 
Jews fell by 8,000. Moreover, in the very dis¬ 
tricts in which economic forces would be 
expected to exert greatest pressure, the Jewish 
rural population was affected least. In the War¬ 
saw region, the number of Jews in the rural 
communities actually rose slightly, and in those 
of Vilna and Polesie, where poverty is most 
widespread, the increase of the Jewish rural 
population was most marked. It is in the thx-ee 
provinces of Eastern Galicia, where the rural 
Jew has suffered intense persecution, that the 
greatest absolute decline in the Jewish popula¬ 
tion took place. It is primarily to political and 
not to economic causes that the flight of the 
Jew from the small town and village must be 
attributed. Persecution, not the hope of a better 
livelihood in the city, drives Jews from the 
rural districts. The industrialization of the cities 
would normally draw large masses of pauper¬ 
ized rural Jews to the urban centres. But the 
Jew has learned from experience that the 
absorptive capacity of tlie city does not exist 
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for him. The growth in Polish trade and 
industry operates to eliminate Jews from exist¬ 
ing economic positions. It does not open new 
avenues of escape for them. 

It is very probable that what we have said 
of Poland applies with equal force to Rumania. 
Statistics are not available for a definitive 
analysis, but the head of the statistical division 
of the Rumanian government assured me that 
Jewish population estimates are exaggerated. In 
his view the present Jewish population of the 
country does not exceed 758,000. If this estimate 
is correct, we need do no more than place it 
alongside the figures given for 1923 and 1927. 
According to government estimates, the Jewish 
population of Rumania was 900,000 in 1922, 
780,000 in 1927, and 758,000 in 1930.®^ 

In the other states of east-central Europe, the 
phenomenon which we are considering repeats 
itself with monotonous regularity. In the decade 
of 1921-1930, the Jewish population of 
Czechoslovakia remained practically stationary 
(1921—354,342; 1930—356,830). The Jewish 
population of Lithuania was 153,000 in 1921. 
Official estimates placed the figure at 173,000 
for 1933; but competent Jewish authorities 

31. See also La Situation des Juifs en Rmanie, petition du Co- 

mitc Ex( 5 cutif du Congrfes Juif Mondial . . . Geneva, 1938, 

pp.i7“27. 



102 


FACTS 


consider this estimate too high and maintain 
that the number of Jews is no greater today than 
it was fifteen years ago. In Latvia the increase of 
the Jewish population from 79,626 in 1920 to 
95)733 ^925 was probably due to a return of 

refugees who had been obliged to flee their 
homes during the War. Since 1925 an absolute 
decline is to be noted: by 1930, the number of 
Jews had fallen to 94,388; in 1935, it was 93,479. 
The Jews of Austria numbered approximately 
225,000 in 1923—201,513 in Vienna and some 
23,000 in the provinces.®® The census of 1934 
revealed that only 191,481 remained, an abso¬ 
lute decline of 33,000 in eleven years. The total 
population of Hungary increased by 8.7% 
during the decade 1920-1930, but the number 
of Jews fell from 473,310 to 444,567, an absolute 
decrease of more than 28,000. 

Various reasons can be advanced to explain 
the decline in the Jewish population, but no 
explanation would be complete which took no 
account of the persecution and misery which 
has fallen to the lot of the Jews. Emigration 
accounts for a considerable proportion of the 
decrease in the number of Jews. But emigration 
is itself symptomatic of despair. Excepting the 

33. Since 1995 the Jewish population of Vienna has declined 
regularly by about 9,000 per year. 
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idealist who abandons home and family to live 
in Palestine, what man or woman would will¬ 
ingly tear himself from native land, from rela¬ 
tions and friends and from an environment in 
which he is at home? Few persons would expose 
themselves to the privation and exploitation 
which await an immigrant in a strange land if 
their birthplace offered any hope for the future. 
The emigrant from east-central Europe bears 
silent testimony to the fact that the policy of 
elimination, the ‘cold pogrom,’ has proved 
effective. 

Baptism must likewise be taken into con¬ 
sideration when the decline of the Jewish popu¬ 
lation is considered. Nearly 10,000 Hungarian 
Jews abandoned Judaism, between 1919 and 
1925, and 3,765 were converted during the five 
year period, 1931-1935. There is no need to 
probe into the motives of converts. But who will 
question the assumption that not a few of the 
free-thinking inhabitants of large cities who 
forswore Judaism did so in order to render less 
difficult the life of their children, if not their 
own? Mass conversion, like emigration, bears a 
close relation to the pressure of the environ¬ 
ment upon the Jew. 

A major cause of the decline in the Jewish 
population of east-central Europe will in all 
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likelihood be found in the decreased birth rate. 
Thus 32% of all J ewish marriages in Vienna 
between 1919-1923, and 55% of those of 1929, 
proved childless. The Hungarian Jews have 
consistently registered an excess of deaths over 
births since 1927.®® A declining birth rate is not 
necessarily an evil. When accompanied by a 
declining death rate and by an increase in the 
standard of living it is to be welcomed. More¬ 
over, it is not here implied that persecution and 
economic distress are solely responsible for the 
reduction in births. Czechoslovakia does not 
persecute Jews; yet its Jewish population is 
virtually stationary. Wliat is more, between 
1921-1930, the Sub-Carpathian Jews of Czecho¬ 
slovakia, the most poverty stricken element in 
the country, increased by 10.25% while those 
of the more prosperous regions of the west 
declined. Prosperity as well as extreme distress 
may result in a reduced birth rate. But when we 


33. The figures are as follows: 

Year 

19s 7 

igaS 

*929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 


Excess of Deaths over Births 

571 

12a 

789 

384 

1057 

1469 

1295 

1324 

1476 
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witness large numbers of Jewish youths without 
occupation or profession and without any hope 
for the future; when marriage is deferred by 
increasing numbers; and when despairing men 
and women speak of the folly of bringing chil¬ 
dren into the world to struggle against impos¬ 
sible odds, we are justified in placing side by 
side the declining birth rate with the ‘cold 
pogrom.’ 

The decline of the Jewish population, the 
isolation, the squalor and penury and the state 
of insecurity in which the Jews find themselves 
are all traceable directly to the fury of the anti- 
Semites and to the less spectacular but even 
more destructive policy of elimination practised 
by many of the governments. Why the ruling 
elements of east-central Europe are deter¬ 
mined to crush the Jews, we shall attempt to 
discover in the next chapter. 




11 . CAUSES 


We have said that the Jews of east-central 
Europe are suffering from anti-Semitism. This 
is true but not significant. We can thereby attach 
a label to the disease, not diagnose it with the 
view to treatment. Poles, Rumanians, German 
Austrians, etc., are no more anti-Semitic by 
nature than Englishmen or Frenchmen are. 
The fact that Jew-hatred is more widely 
prevalent in east-central Europe can be ex¬ 
plained only by a survey of the recent past and 
by an examination of conditions—chiefly 
economic conditions—^peculiar to those lands. 

I. HERITAGE OF THE PAST 

Jewish distress is partly the heritage of the past. 
Disabilities and pogroms are not novel pheno¬ 
mena. Jews were maligned, hunted and mas¬ 
sacred in Tsarist Russia and Little Rumania 
as they are today in Greater Rumania and 
Poland. What is even more significant, the 
abnormal economic structure of Jewish society 
which we have described is not a product of 
the past decade. Even before tire World War, 
the Jews were divorced from the land and from 
factory labour, especially in the heavy indus¬ 
tries, and therefore did not occupy any strategic 
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position in the economic life of their countries. 
As middlemen, concentrated largely in petty 
trade and in the professions, they were easily 
dispensed with or displaced. As skilled artisans 
they had long fulfilled a vital economic need. 
But the development of factory industry, 
especially in pre-war Russian-Poland, had 
brought ruin to many of those engaged in 
domestic production. Unable to find employ¬ 
ment in the large-scale industry because of the 
competition of the unskilled and illiterate 
villagers who were streaming into the urban 
centres, the erstwhile artisans turned to trade, 
already an overcrowded field, and swelled 
the ranks of Luftmenschen. Mass poverty was a 
common feature of Jewish life before the World 
War in many regions of Russia, Austria- 
Hungary and Rumania. 

Before the War, however, relief was afforded 
through emigration. Not only did hundreds of 
thousands of Jews go overseas, but also masses 
of Poles, Ukrainians, etc., emigrated, relieving 
the pressure at home. With large scale emigra¬ 
tion no longer possible after the War, the pres¬ 
sure upon the Jewish economic positions 
increased along two lines: their own 'surplus’ 
could not be drained off; and the dammed 
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stream of unemployed non-Jews overflowed into 
the remaining fields of Jewish endeavour. In¬ 
creased competition ruined manyjews who had 
formerly been economically more or less secure. 

At the very time when relief through emigra¬ 
tion ceased, other factors combined to work 
havoc with Jewish economic life. Before the 
war the vast Russian, Austro-Hungarian and 
Turkish Empires absorbed much of the ener¬ 
getic activity of the Jewish trading and profes¬ 
sional classes of eastern Europe. The Jewish 
middlemen ministered to the needs of millions 
of economically backward people, But tire parti¬ 
tion of these empires into relatively small 
national states which followed in the wake of 
the World War confined Jewish economic 
activity to local markets, greatly reduced in size. 

Moreover, the re-drawing of the map of 
Europe frequently deprived important ports of 
their hinterlands. To cite but one glaring ex¬ 
ample: Saloniki was once the flourishing port 
of a vast hinterland. Today the road from 
Saloniki northward is obstructed by political 
and economic barriers, and fifty or sixty thou¬ 
sand Jews are reduced to penury.^ The means 

I. The annexation of Saloniki by Greece preceded tiie World 
War, but it was part of the process wliich the war brought 
to a culmination. 
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of iiveliliood of numerous Jews vanished 
through the Balkanization of central and east¬ 
ern Europe. 

2 . MIDDLE CLASS NATIONALISM 

Economic transformations of such magnitude 
were bound to bring misery in their train, even 
if the ruling elements of the various countries 
had been well disposed to the Jews. However, 
if the environment were friendly, readjustment 
would be possible and the second generation 
might hope to be absorbed in the economic life 
of the various countries. Such hope cannot be 
held out to the Jewish youth because of the 
fierce and intolerant nationalism which has 
accompanied and followed the rise of the new 
states. Economic forces in the new Europe 
would be sufficient to render the condition of 
the Jews extremely serious. When reinforced 
by intolerance and chauvinism the resultant 
economic nationalism renders the life of the 
Jews intolerable. 

We have already shown how the new national 
states resorted to etatism, or state capitalism. 
The primary aim of the governments was to 
unify the economic activity of their heterogene¬ 
ous territories and to strengthen their power of 
resistance in case of war. But the greatly stimu- 
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lated industrialization and rationalization which 
resulted from the policy of dtatism deprived 
numerous Jewish artisans and small traders of 
their usefulness to society and to themselves. 

The middle classes who assumed control of 
the new states and ruled with the help of the 
landlords and well-to-do peasants did not wish 
to share their power with similar elements 
among the religious, national or linguistic 
minorities. They desired to ‘nationalize’ their 
cities, i.e., that the middle classes should be 
Polish, Rumanian, Magyar, etc. in language 
culture, historical tradition, even in ‘race’ and 
faith. Since the city is the centre of national life 
they desired to see a ‘national’ middle class 
maintain leadership in cultural and social as 
well as in political and economic activities. 

To this end the middle classes and the intel¬ 
lectuals have employed two methods—one 
negative, and the other positive. The negative 
methodhas already been described. Iteliminates 
Jews from government employment, from the 
schools and universities and from the liberal 
professions, while, at the same time, a persistent 
agitatioxr calls upon the peasants to boycott the 
Jewish artisan and trader. Far more destructive 
of Jewish economic life has been the positive 
method which consists in the building of co- 

T-Tt» 
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operatives. In every country of east-central 
Europe, these associations for common buying 
and selling and for the provision of cheap credit 
have made remarkable headway. They help the 
poverty-stricken peasantry by eliminating the 
profits of the middleman and provide lucrative 
posts for the middle classes and intellectuals. 
Go-operatives, therefore, enjoy the united 
support of the dominant nationalities, and the 
governments favour them with credits, remis¬ 
sion of taxes and facilities for export and 
import. Normally the private trader can be 
counted upon to resist the growth of eo-opera- 
tion because his trade suffers thereby, but in 
east-central Europe trading has been so largely 
a Jewish calling, that Poles, Rumanians, Lithua- 
ians, etc. of all classes have rallied behind the 
co-operatives as the unfailing means of eliminat¬ 
ing the ‘foreigner’ and thereby ‘nationalizing’ 
the cities with their trade and industry. 

Numerous instances can be cited to show how 
the co-operative associations have rendered the 
economic activity of many Jews superfluous. 
For many years Lithuanian Jews earned a liveli¬ 
hood by collecting and exporting the peasant’s 
surplus. By 1932, the co-operatives had super¬ 
seded the Jews to such an extent that of 
200,000,000 lit realized from tire export of 
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agricultural products, 180,000,000—90%—fell 
to the co-operatives. Everywhere in east-central 
Europe, credit co-operatives and associations 
for the common purchase and sale of agricul¬ 
tural equipment and produce have destroyed 
the economic basis of the Jewish small town. 

3. THE WORLD ECONOMIC DEPRESSION 

The economic and political forces operating 
against the Jews of east-central Europe have 
been greatly stimulated during the past half- 
dozen years by the World Economic Depression. 
Even robust communities with solid economic 
foundations have been seriously shaken. The 
tottering Jewish economic structure could not 
withstand so serious a blow and has been in a 
state of virtual collapse. To the numerous and 
harassed Jewish petty bourgeoisie, which had 
for years been pursued by disaster and with no 
reserves to fall back upon, the stoppage of trade 
occasioned starvation and despair. 

The Jews have had to reckon not only with 
destructive economic forces but also with the 
palliatives adopted by the governments. Inflated 
currencies raised the cost of living at a time 
when earning power had dwindled. To appease 
the suffering peasantry, a moratorium was 
decreed in Poland ruining the Jewish small-town 
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creditor who was too often himself a debtor. 
For the same reason various governments 
shifted the tax burden from the village to the 
city; and, although not necessarily directed 
against the Jews, the latter nevertheless groaned 
under the added burdens. Finally, the strangle¬ 
hold which governments maintained on trade 
by means of import permits, licences, etc. en¬ 
abled them, as we have seen in Rumania and 
Poland, to favour their ‘own’ people to the 
detriment of the Jews. 

These and other measures adopted by the 
governments to cope with the Depression, were 
not meant to aid the Jews. Jews are citizens of 
an inferior grade whose troubles do not disturb 
the peace of mind of the authorities. ‘ We have 
our own’ was the unguarded retort of high 
Polish and Rumanian officials when I raised the 
question of Jewish poverty. The best that can 
be said for the ruling peoples and their govern¬ 
ments is that, beset with economic and political 
problems of the first magnitude, they were more 
than willing to let Jewish needs remain 
unconsidered and uncared for. 

In their frantic efforts to scale the slippery 
heights of prosperity, the peoples of east-central 
Europe either forgot or ignored their weakened 
compatriots and in the general melee the Jews 
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were pushed to the very bottom of the pit. A 
kindly fate might have allowed them to perish 
in peace, unnoticed and unwept. But the useful 
function of the scapegoat remained for the Jews 
—a function they were eminently qualified by 
tradition and long experience to fulfil. 

4. THE JEW AS SCAPEGOAT 

The poverty of the east-central European 
peasant is indescribable. In the eastern prov¬ 
inces of Poland, for example, the peasant is 
without sufficient clothing and shoes; sugar, 
soap and kerosene are beyond his means; and 
he must split a match in three or else resort to 
more primitive means of striking a fire. Even 
salt has become an unattainable luxury which 
many a peasant has sought to replace by 
extracting the fruit salt from potato peels.® 

In all his misery, the peasant has at least his 
crust of black bread and a leaky roof over his 
head. The city workingman cannot be certain 
even of this. Almost one-quarter of all Polish 
workers earn less than two dollars a week (10 
zloty ); more than half earn less than four dollars 

a. Between igaS and 1933, the average expenditure per peasant 
on essentials of food and clothing fell as follows: 
on meat from 13 zloly a year to 4 zloty, 

on clothes, ,, 75 as » >> ^7 j 

on boots and shoes, „ 32 ,, „ ,, ,, la ,, 
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a week; and only about 5% of the city pro¬ 
letariat—the aristocracy of the working class 
—receive over ten dollars a week. Unemploy¬ 
ment has robbed hundi'eds of thousands of 
all income, and every worker who is employed 
is in mortal fear of this dread spectre. 

Such widespread distress must have its visible 
cause and atonement. For economic forces are 
unfathomable and one cannot demand the 
price of one’s misery from a system of society 
which has ceased to function. The labour leaders 
who blame the oligarchy which rules the state 
are terrorized; an outstanding Christian leader 
dared not conduct me through the workers’ 
quarters of Warsaw. Some peasant leaders do 
point out that Poland is a ‘landlords’ paradise.’ 
Of a total of 3,262,000 farms, 1,109,000 com¬ 
prise less than two hectares® each, while 6,578 
landlords own estates of 500 hectares or more. 
The combined holdings of the i,iog,ooo are 
just over one million hectares, but the 6,578 
latifundia total more than eight million hectares. 
Whereas over one third of all Polish farms 
average less than one hectare each and comprise 
3 -5% of the cultivated land, two-tenths of i % 
average nearly 1,300 hectares and monopolize 

3. One hectare equals a.471 acres. 
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over 30% of the cultivated area of the country.* 

Peasant leaders who speak of land reforms are 
persecuted; even the conservative Witos is in 
exile. Those who profit from the present system 
prefer to find a scapegoat. And who can vie with 
the Jew in filling the role of the devil? In the 
mind of the ignorant masses, has not the Jew 
long spurned salvation and consorted with the 
nether world? Is he not even today doomed to 
eternal damnation? Did he not poison wells and 
bleed children for ritual purposes, and was he 
not subjected to well deserved massacre count¬ 
less times in past? Besides, the Jew is not the 
vague image of a distant demon; he is close at 
hand and he still has some movable property. 
Piety—whether theological or national—and 
greed form an irresistible combination. 

The Jew has, therefore, been sought out and 
dangled before the masses. The misery of the 
villagers is caused by the Jew. Tnie, the Jew 
whom the peasant knows is no less miserable 
than himself; but the peasant does not stop to 
think because the Jew is the proprietor of a 


4,1,002,000 Polish farms comprise from a to 5 hectares. If these 
are added to the i,iOg,ooo farms of less thaa B hectares each, 
we find that a,111,000 farmers—64.7% of the total—do not 
own sufficient land to maintain their families. See la Situation 
Economique des Jtdfs dans le Monde, I, cited, pp. iggff. 
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little shop and every peasant hopes that he will 
fall heir to the coveted Kremel. The city worker 
is mystified by the disappearance of his job. 
‘Look at these Jews who have jobs,’ shouts the 
demagogue. That so many Jews are out of 
employment; that grabbing the few remaining 
jobs held by Jews and reducing a mass of people 
to poverty and despair can not solve the prob¬ 
lem and can only deepen the depression the 
demagogue refuses to see or admit. 

The problem, of unemployment, especially 
of the intellectuals, deserves closer considera¬ 
tion. The rise of new national states opened 
unprecedented opportunities for the relatively 
small intellectual classes of the new masters. 
Government office at home, the foreign service, 
the army, the educational, industrial, financial 
and other ‘national’ institutions which had 
formerly been the privileged domain of Ger¬ 
mans, Russians and Magyars ofthe upper classes 
were suddenly thrown open to the liberated 
majority peoples. Throngs of half-educated per¬ 
sons found comfortable posts and became the 
envy of others. Unaware that the saturation 
point would quickly be reached, the youth of 
the middle classes and many villagers stream.ed 
through the schools and universities and 
demanded jobs. What is more, at the very time 
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when ‘intellectuals’ were becoming super¬ 
abundant, the world crisis caused the possibili¬ 
ties for their employment to dwindle. Now, 
whereas peasants and industrial workers display 
unbelievable powers of mute, if sullen, endur¬ 
ance during periods of crisis, young intellectuals 
refuse to suffer in silence. They are impatient; 
they are easily organized; and, above all, they 
can write and harangue a crowd. The ability 
of one lawyer or teacher to make noise equals 
that of a hundred inarticulate peasants or 
unexpressive workers. Mass unemployment 
of intellectuals became a burning problem 
during the depression years. 

Even the general problem of unemployment 
has never been solved or dealt with construc¬ 
tively by our industrial society. But some means 
of relief were found for the unemployed factory 
workers. Through the ‘dole,’ or unemployment 
insurance, the various governments quieted the 
worst fears of their wnrkmen. But the intel¬ 
lectuals, once out of the schools of higher educa¬ 
tion, were left to shift for themselves in over¬ 
crowded professions. The proponents of collec¬ 
tivism, too, ignored the problem as not of their 
making; and the assurance of a happier future 
afforded little comfort to the humiliated and 
frustrated intellectuals. 
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For this apparently insoluble problem, the 
unscrupulous demagogues of Nazism, Cuzism, 
‘National Democracy’ and the like, offered an 
easy solution. ‘Take the jobs of the Jews,’ 
afforded the prospect of immediate relief, and 
the half-educated intellectuals proceeded to 
demand with a holy zeal the ‘nationalization’ 
of the civil service and the professions; that is, 
that the positions be vacated and turned over 
to themselves.® 

Unscrupulous party leaders have also found 
the Jews useful as a battering ram against the 
government, and discredited politicians who 
could offer no constructive programme for the 
solution of their country’s problems have sought 
to rise to power by preaching the gospel of hate. 
The pogroms in Poland and Rumania are not 
spontaneous risings of the masses against the 
Jews. These riots are carefully planned 
manoeuvres in which the Jews play the unfor¬ 
tunate but incidental role. The National Demo- 

5. It is interesting to note that the young Polish intellectuals are 
not content with this bone that their leaders have thrown to 
them, no doubt because there are so few Jewish jobs to he 
taken. Demands have been made that die older generation of 
Poles too, relinquish their posts to the eager and desperate 
youtli. And this sad but revealing spectacle confronts one; 
the aged Dmowski, tlie eternal light of Polish anti-Semitism, 
has felt called upon to defend the usefulness of the passing 
generation. 
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crats in Poland, the Guzas and Gogas in 
Rumania, and their like in other countries, 
who preach hatred of the Jews and organize 
anti-Jewish riots have in view less the murder, 
rape and robbery of the Jews than the dis¬ 
crediting of the government. If the Govern¬ 
ment permits the excesses to continue, it stands 
condemned as weak and unable to maintain 
order and protect life and property. If, on the 
other hand, the Government takes strong 
measures against the pogromists, it is de¬ 
nounced as a ‘Jewish Government,’ 

Professor X is one of the ablest and most intel¬ 
ligent leaders of the Polish National Democrats. 
I made his acquaintance and discussed with 
him a number of current Polish problems. On 
the Jewish question he minced no words: ‘The 
Jews of Poland are superfluous and must be 
forced to leave the country.’ I inquired about 
the riots, but the equanimity of the National 
Democrat was not disturbed. ‘Youth is im¬ 
petuous,’ he said with a half smile. 

‘ Is it not inevitable that youth should be im¬ 
petuous when the mature leaders assume a 
negative and hostile attitude to the Jews?’ 
And, remembering the Jewish ancestry of the 
professor, I asked further whether the condoning 
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of anti-Semitism, even to the extent of blood¬ 
shed, would not inevitably lead it to assume a 
racial colouring as in Germany. 

Professor X’s wonted fluency failed him. ‘I 
cannot criticize my leaders,’ he said half- 
apologetically. 

This was the opening I was looking for. ‘ Herr 
Professor,’ I said, ‘ I am the son of a Lithuanian 
or Polish Jew, who fortunately emigrated in 
time to enable me to be raised in a free environ¬ 
ment. Today you invite me to your home. Had 
my father rem,ained in Poland, would I have 
reached the university, even as a student? 
If I had reached the university, would you not 
have insisted that I sit on a separate bench? 
Would you have met me on an equal footing?’ 

Professor X was clearly uncomfortable. 

‘ When we are in power, the riots will cease,’ he 
said. 

I decided to drive my point home, ‘ It is not 
merely a question of rioting, but of equality of 
opportunity,’ I urged. ‘Is it not equality of 
opportunity that converts the Polish Jew who 
emigrates to America into a different person 
within one generation?’ 

‘ I cannot criticize my leaders,’ the intelligent 
anti-Semite stammered. He repeated the reveal¬ 
ing remark, ‘ When we are in power, the riots 
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will cease,’ and hurried on to a discussion of 
Polish hiternal politics. 

Professor X and I parted warmly. I was 
introduced to his wife and was asked to keep in 
touch with him by correspondence. Professor X 
has no fanatical aversion to Jews, even to Polish 
Jews. The latter are only a pawn in a reckless 
political game. 

When I raised the Jewish question with the 
patriarchal Professor Jorga of Rumania, he 
informed me that when he was premier there 
were no anti-Jewish riots. To me his words meant 
that government inaction encourages excesses, 
and this conclusion was reinforced by a conversa¬ 
tion with the right hand man of the then F oreign 
Minister of Rumania. When I was in Bucharest, 
an address by the anti-Semite Goga precipitated 
a riot in Parliament and resulted in attacks upon 
Jews on the streets. I inquired about these oc¬ 
currences of Monsieur X of the Foreign Office. 

‘ When boys run wild,’ he replied, ‘ it is difficult 
for the police to chase them from street to street.’ 

‘Does that mean, Mr. Minister,’ I asked, 

‘ that your Government finds it difficult to main¬ 
tain order? ’ He frowned. ‘ Oh, no no! ’ he said, 
‘We take all necessary measures to maintain 
order.’ There was a perceptible chill in his tone 
and our interview terminated rather abruptly. 
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M. Tatarescu of Rumania is no anti-Semite. 
Yet, when he was Premier, he refused to receive 
Jewish delegations. He is reported to have 
explained this policy in the following words: 
‘To make meaningless statements would be an 
insult to the Jews; to say unpleasant things, I 
cannot because I am not a confirmed anti- 
Semite; to say a good word for the Jews, I must 
not because it might harm the governm,ent.’ 
The Tatarescu Government feared the anti- 
Semites. To protect the Jews would have given 
the agitators the opportunity to make political 
capital. Therefore the Government was neutral, 
i.e., it did not ‘favour’ the Jews by defending 
them against anti-Semitic attacks. 

Internal politics has led the Rumanian Gov¬ 
ernment to favour the anti-Semitic party of Guza 
and Goga. The democratic opposition centres 
in the National Peasants Party of Maniu and 
Mihalacke. This group has a large popular fol¬ 
lowing and, if permitted to attain power, it 
might challenge the position of the present 
oligarchy. Therefore, the Peasants Party must 
be beaten at all costs, even at the cost of 
strengthening the reactionary anti-Semites. One 
example will suffice to illustrate this point. 
When I Was in Rumania early in 1936, a by- 
election took place at Huceava. The Govern- 
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ment placed no candidate in the field, and the 
election narrowed into a contest between the 
National Peasants Party, and the anti-Semitic 
National Christian Party. It was in the interest 
of the Government to defeat the Peasants Party. 
Therefore its professed neutrality was a sham. 
The local authorities secretly aided the anti- 
Semites who were also well-supplied with funds, 
and wholesale rioting and terror enabled them 
to win the election. 

The best example of the discredited politician 
who hopes to rehabilitate his political fortunes 
by hurling to the mob the Jewish scapegoat is 
Vaida-Voevod, a former premier and still am¬ 
bitious and hungry for power. I spent five hours 
with Vaida at his home in Cluj. He pretended 
to be not an anti-Semite, but a constructive 
statesman who would solve all of his country’s 
problems by means of a ‘numerous Wallachicus.’ 
His panacea consists in limiting to their nu¬ 
merical proportion of the population, the 
participation of all minorities—the Jews in 
particular-—^in all walks of life. He spoke 
eloquently of the vital need to limit the number 
of Jews in trade and the professions. I asked him 
whether he would introduce Jews into the fields 
from which they are now excluded; whether 
4%—the proportion of Jews in the total popu- 
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lation—of all army officers, judges and other 
government officials, of employees of the 
National Bank and of similar institutions 
would be Jews. Vaida replied that it would hurt 
his movement to talk about such matters at the 
present time. This new recruit to the ranks of 
anti-Semitism is a demagogue. Vaida desires to 
assume leadership of the nationalist youth. He 
hopes to ride to power on the wave of hatred 
which he is himself helping to foment. ‘Nu- 
merus Wallachicus’ is just another catchword 
employed by Vaida for the purpose of conceal¬ 
ing the bankruptcy of his leadership. 

One can recall numerous instances in the 
recent past when demagogues and unscrupulous 
politicians exploited racial and religious 
fanaticism to the detriment of the Jews. But the 
present situation is particularly dangerous 
because the agitators derive material and moral 
support from Nazi Germany. Nazism has made 
it its mission to destroy all Jews, and we must 
pause to inquire how it has aggravated the 
troubles of the Jews in east-central Europe. 

5. THE EFFECT OF GERMAN NAZISM 

In January, 1933, the Nazi leaders, long con¬ 
sidered by thinking persons as a band of igno¬ 
rant and perverted demagogues, suddenly 
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became the respectable heads of a great 
governiTi,ent. However, only their status had 
been altered; their character and methods 
remained unchanged, and the Jews of Germany 
had to suffer the consequences of the demago¬ 
gic campaign of hatred which had long been 
waged against them. 

The special problems of Nazi racialism and 
the destruction of the German Jews lie beyond 
the confines of the present study. But the effects 
of these phenomena upon the peoples of east- 
central Europe touch our subject very closely. 
These effects have been both extensive and pro¬ 
found. 

Religious and racial persecution had long 
been associated with the forces of medievalism 
and reaction. One encountered it in the decayed 
empire of the Turkish Sultans, in the foul 
atmosphere of Tsarist Russia and here and 
there in the backward Balkans. Consequently 
the civilized elements of the new and enlarged 
states of Europe were embarrassed by their 
anti-Semitic agitators. Whatever their private 
opinions and practices with respect to the Jews, 
in public they felt constrained to repudiate 
anti-Semitism and to denounce its worst ex¬ 
cesses. The coming of Nazism, however, has 
removed from anti-Semitism the stigma which 

Tr 
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is associated with intolerance, and has made 
Jew-hatred all but respectable. 

The peoples of east-central Europe have long 
viewed the German Reich as one of the great 
leaders of European eivilization. They were 
jealous of its political power and resisted its 
encroachments, but German Kultiir was greatly 
admired and emulated. When, therefore, the 
Nazis proudly hoisted the anti-Semitic emblem 
over Germany, not only did the chauvinists and 
intolerant elements among the neighbouring 
peoples take heart, but others as well came to 
look upon Jew-baiting as less reprehensible and 
ceased to protest against or apologize for the 
tactics of the agitators. That Nazism is a 
depraved form of reaction which counts murder 
and arson among its means and which has 
revived the barbarous practices of the Inquisi¬ 
tion and the auto-da-fe, the ordinary man of 
eastern Europe does not see. Once in control 
of the state, the entire heritage of German 
culture and civilization is associated with the 
Nazi leadership. And the masses of east-central 
Europe mistakenly assume that it is the 
same Kultur, which they have long jealously 
admired, that is setting an example of intoler¬ 
ance and persecution. 
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Nor have the Nazis been content to teach 
solely by example. They have directed the full 
force of their far-reaching propaganda machine 
toward the refurbishing of old and the fabrica¬ 
tion of new fables respecting the Jews. Here 
the true character of Nazism stands revealed. 
If the rulers of Germany really believed that 
the Jews were harmful to their country, it 
would be reasonable to suppose that every 
measure would be taken to facilitate the 
emigration of Jews from Germany. Reasonable 
men bent on ‘dumping’ their Jews upon others 
would certainly not forewarn their prospective 
victims of the evil that is in store for them. 
If really convinced of the nefarious character 
of the Jews, the Nazis would hold back and 
permit the critical and doubting peoples to 
learn by experience. 

This the Nazis have not done because thei'e 
had really been no Jewish problem in Germany. 
The Nazis created that problem for demagogic 
ends. They are, therefore, troubled by a guilty 
conscience, and are especially exasperated by 
the characterization of their actions as barba¬ 
rous. A troubled conscience craves companion¬ 
ship in guilt, and savagery, if mriversally in 
vogue, becomes the hallmark of civilization. 
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Hence the single-mindedness and fanatical 
intensity with which intolerance has been 
fostered in foreign lands. 

There is another aspect of the German anti- 
Semitic propaganda abroad. The Third Reich 
was until recently isolated politically and con¬ 
fined economically. The ruling elements in the 
neighbouring lands gravitated toward France 
and were rendering lip service to Liberty, 
‘Equality and Fraternity, the sanctified prin¬ 
ciples of the French Revolution. It was, there¬ 
fore, imperative for the Nazis to seek allies 
abroad among the disgruntled elements who 
were employing anti-Semitism as a campaign 
slogan. Anti-Semitic propaganda abroad was 
thus calculated to strengthen prospective allies 
and, at the same time, afford proof that intoler¬ 
ance was not purely a German product. 

Economically too the anti-Semitic propa¬ 
ganda was likely to pay. Germany was being 
stifled by the collapse of the export trade, and 
new markets had to be found if rearmament 
and world power were to become realities. 
German goods might become more palatable 
if flavoured with a little anti-Semitism,. At any 
rate, the ‘Jewish menace ’ afforded a fine subject 
of conversation, the object of which was to 
overcome trade resistance; just a little idealism 
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which is so becoming to a trade delegation. 
In other words, German political and economic 
imperialism—the Mitteleuropa scheme, the 
Drang nach Osien, the penetration of the Near 
East and of South America—were to be made 
savoury by a new ‘Aryan ’ White Man’s Burden, 
namely, to free the world of the ‘Jewish Peril.’ 

We have seen that the world crisis and eco¬ 
nomic nationalism had provided a fertile soil 
for anti-Semitism in east-central Europe. In 
that soil the Nazi seeds have been carefully 
planted and assiduously cultivated. The Ger¬ 
man Weltdimst neivs service spreads its rays in 
all directions; emissaries come regularly to bless 
the tender shoots; subsidies to newspapers, 
either directly or by means of advertising by 
German firms, as well as leaflets, brochures, 
etc. are so much refreshing dew in parched 
areas; Reisebiiros and the German minorities 
everywhere, with their subsidized private 
schools, furnish trained gardeners; and pil¬ 
grimages to Germany, especially by the youth, 
provide some of the atmosphere which is 
necessary for a healthy product. 

However, the crop of anti-Semitism is most 
abundant where local conditions afford good 
nourishment. The sunshine emanating from 
the happy union of Colonel Beck and Corporal 
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Hitler proved, as a rule, sufficient to scatter the 
clouds of Polish suspicion and to permit Nazi 
racialism to strike deep roots. The warmth of 
the furtive glances which the Rumanian Gov¬ 
ernment cast in the direction of Berlin, enabled 
the Cuzists and Iron Guardists to flourish.® 
Even such wiles of Jugoslavia as the benign 
toleration of the activities of the German 
Reisebiiro in Belgrade, or the sponsoring of the 
Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra’s concert in 
Zagreb which Government officials were urged 
to attend—wiles which are perhaps calculated 
to arouse the jealousy and attract the amorous 
glances of France, have had a cheering effect 
upon the anti-Semites. 

On the other hand, if afforded no continuous 
protection, the Nazi seed finds it difficult to 
take root, and even if helped to sprout, it may 
wither at the first chilly touch of neglect. Thus 
the Greek National Union (E E E), which 
might well have been labelled ‘made in the 
Third Reich,’ boasted 10,000 meinbers when 
electoral considerations rendered some Jew- 
baiting useful. Today, when that contingency 

6. The international alignments are now in a state of flux. Beck’s 
‘brilliant’ diplomacy is beginning to frighten the Poles who 
are gravitating toward France. The Rumanians have re¬ 
pudiated Titulescu with his pro-French policy, but their in¬ 
nocent flirtation with Germany does not appear to have 
blossomed into a love-match. 
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no longer exists, no more than aoo stalwarts 
remain to mouth the phrases of their Nazi 
masters. 

6. WEAKNESS AND ISOLATION OF THE JEWS 

Our discussion of the causes of the present 
plight of the Jews would not be complete, if 
we failed to consider another very important 
question. The Jews are not the only victims of 
suspicion and hatred on the part of the domi¬ 
nant elements in east-central Europe; in 
regions of mixed nationality, all religious, 
national and linguistic minorities have suffered 
the consequences of heterodoxy. Why have 
other groups manifested greater powers of re¬ 
sistance, whereas the Jews alone are helpless? 

The numerous minorities which inhabit the 
regions under consideration have been able to 
resist the onslaught of the ruling elements 
because they are concentrated on territories in 
which they constitute a majority, or at least a 
considerable minority of the population. Their 
cities are surrounded by solid masses of peas¬ 
antry, whom the leaders have succeeded in 
rallying to their support. And too often the 
means employed by the minorities in their own 
defence have worked havoc with the Jews. The 
widespread network of co-operatives which the 
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Ukrainians and, to a lesser extent, the Croatians 
have succeeded in weaving about their villages 
affords an excellent means of defence against 
penetration by the ruling majority. But for the 
Jews of those regions this has already proved 
disastrous in the Polish Ukraine, and is likely 
to have a similar effect elsewhere. 

This means of defence has not been available 
to the Jews who are isolated in the cities. Nor 
have they utilized the one means at their 
disposal, namely common action. At bay in a 
merciless economic pursuit and faced with 
certain destruction, thejews have not evensought 
refuge in the herd. A united, organized and 
ably led group of Jewish merchants and artisans 
might prove a force to be reckoned with. But 
that is rarely in evidence. Instead wc find a 
harried and terror-stricken mass of unorganized 
and undisciplined individuals. Each seeks his 
own salvation and is only engulfed in the abyss 
which threatens to swallow all. The individual 
Jew seeks immunity from the well-directed 
pressure upon the remaining Jewish economic 
positions by pressing himself. When confronted 
with the most destructive methods of modern 
economic warfare, the Jew seeks out the broken 
shield of individual competition as a means of 
defence. He employs the fatal device of cut- 
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throat competition which only hastens the ruin 
of himself as well as of his competitors. 

The political weapon which was used with 
some effect in Poland during the early years of 
the Republic has likewise been blunted. The 
Jewish vote might command attentioiij if not 
respect, in countries where organized minorities 
compose twenty or thirty per cent of the popu¬ 
lation. But such a consideration obtains only 
in democratic states, whereas most of the states 
of east-central Europe are dictatorships or 
thinly-veiled dictatorships. Where voting is an 
exercise of uncommon occuri’ence, or where it 
is a moderately expensive farce, the political 
power of the Jewish electorate has lost all 
significance. 

‘But,’ it will be argued, ‘the nationalistic 
considerations to which reference has been 
made, presuppose that the Jews are a foreign 
element, whereas in fact the Jews are nationally 
and culturally not a foreign element even in 
the countries of central and eastern Europe,’ 
True enough; and my observations bear out 
the contention that the Jews are identifying 
themselves at a very rapid pace with the cultural 
life of the majorities of the various countries, ’ 

7. The desirability of this phenomenon may be questioned. I do 

not believe that national homogeneity and cultural unifonnity 

arc possible in the mixed regions of central and eastern 
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The Hungarian Jews are passionately devoted 
to Magyar culture and patriotically ignorant of 
Jewish history and tradition; and even the 
faith of many hangs by a thin thread. The 
Polish-Jewish middle classes speak Polish and 
are becoming assimilated culturally despite the 
hostile environment. And it is remarkable how 
much ‘progress’ has been made in less than 
twenty years by the Jews of Czechoslovakia, of 
Transylvania and Bessarabia, of Crotia and 
Slavonia, in acquiring the language and cul¬ 
tural traditions of their countries. The Jews of 
Zagreb, for example, who less than twenty years 
ago were steeped in Austro-German and Mag¬ 
yar culture, make use of today and have for 
sometime employed the Jugoslav language even 
in religious worship. 

However, this loyal and patriotic tendency 
of the Jew to identify himself with the domi¬ 
nant culture of his country works only to his 
detriment. For the national minorities alone 
take note of the Jew’s cultural proclivities. 
They regard their Jewish neighbours as enemies 
—as Polonizei’s, Rumanizers, or proponents of 
Serbian imperialism; whereas the national 

Europe. Therefore, it would appear wiser to maintain a dis¬ 
tinctly Jewish cultural individuality in those regions. But we 
are here concerned with conditions and facts in evidence 
today. 
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majorities—the rulers of the various states— 
ignore the assimilated and assimilating elements 
and prefer to call attention to the older genera¬ 
tion of Jews who have not contrived in the 
brief span of twenty years to divest themselves 
of the German, Magyar or Russian cultural 
heritage of their youth and have consequently 
not yet become Poles, Rumans or Jugoslavs of 
the Mosaic Persuasion. ‘ The Jews swim with 
the tide; very few of them have joined us,’ the 
leader of the Plungarian minority in Rumania 
complained to me. The government authori¬ 
ties, on the other hand, denounced the Jews of 
Transylvania because some still employed the 
Hungarian language in their homes. Thus the 
Jews are attacked by the minorities, and, at 
best, not defended by the majorities. 

But why—the question persists—do the 
ruling elements deny the Jews as a foreign 
element instead of embracing them as allies and 
friends? For an answer we must note the fact 
that there is little elbow room in the cramped 
quarters of post-war national economics, Tlie 
close relationship existing between anti-Semi¬ 
tism and limited economic opportunities is 
well-known. The economic opportunities in 
the states under review were limited before 
1930, and have become infinitely more so dur- 
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ing the period of economic chaos which has 
been euphemistically styled ‘depression.’ In an 
era of limited economic opportunities it is more 
profitable to draw the circle of national kinship 
on a shorter radius and thus force the Jews out¬ 
side the charmed circumference. 

The causes of Jewish distress in central and 
eastern Europe are so manifold and so complex 
that one stands aghast before the inevitable 
consequences, ‘What is to be done?’ is the 
natural question which I asked of every think¬ 
ing person who manifested an interest in the 
problem. As a rule, a shrug of the shoulders and 
a sigh of despair sufficed for an answer. But 
despair would only hasten destruction, and one 
is duty bound to consider carefully the various 
projects which have been proposed for the 
solution or mitigation of the problems of the 
east-central European Jews. 
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The remedies proposed for the solution of Jew¬ 
ish problems may be divided into two groups. 
One type of solution envisages a thorough and 
complete removal of the causes which have 
proved detrimental to Jewish life. Once the 
present forces of reaction and wickedness have 
been overcome, we are told, happiness is in 
store for all peoples, including the Jews. But 
it is admitted that for the time being very little 
can be done in a constructive way to relieve the 
distress. One can only abjure and combat the 
demon who is the cause of all our troubles. 
And to some proponents of this type of solu¬ 
tion, piecemeal reforms or palliatives are of 
little value because they tend to obscure one’s 
view of the final goal. All attention must be 
concentrated upon the millennium which is to 
be stormed and taken at one fell swoop. This 
type of remedy may be termed ‘Solutions of 
Receding Millennia.’ 

Many thinking Jews of east-central Europe 
do not share this view. They recognize how 
utterly intolerable is the present condition of 
the Jews and, overwhelmed by the abject misery 
about them, they despairingly grasp at any 
temporary corrective which may bring some re- 
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lief. Although aware that the measures which 
they propose may succeed only in helping the 
Jews to ‘fall softly,’ they do not dismiss these 
measures as worthless. Indeed some men and 
women share the view that for a thorough 
solution we must look to the ultimate readjust¬ 
ment of external forces. But they insist that 
palliatives must be resorted to if the Jews are 
not to perish before the ultimate is reached. 

I. SOLUTIONS OF ‘RECEDING MILLENNIA’ 

(a) The Other-Worldliness of Extreme 

Orthodoxy 

When asked how his party hoped to solve the 
problems of the Jews, a leader of the Agudah 
spoke somewhat as follows: ‘Other parties 
must present an ideal to their followers; they 
must elaborate a solution of the Jewish problem. 
The Agudah can exist without a programme for 
the future because its membership is united by 
loyal observance of the Jewish tradition; by 
the conviction that, regardless of the Jewish 
problem and of its possibility of solution, tradi¬ 
tion must be maintained.’ 

If this person had been more honest with his 
questioner, he would have elaborated, the point 
which he merely hinted at under pressure, 
namely that the ^Agudah hoped for the re- 
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demption of the Chosen People/ and that the 
Jewish People would remain in ^galut until 
redeemed.’ This is clear and to the point. Un¬ 
able to help itself or its suffering followers, the 
Agudah passes on the problem to the Almighty. 
Baffled by the world of reality, it fixes its gaze 
upon a future world which the wicked oppres¬ 
sors of to-day cannot touch. True enough, 
redemption appears ever to be delayed and the 
promised happiness seems to be receding into 
the distant future. But that must be ascribed 
to the fact that ‘ the cup of suffering is not yet 
full.’ The faith of the true believer is unshaken 
that in due time God will have pity on his 
children and put an end to their sufferings. 
The faith that sustains this view is sublime 
and in it one can find at least a partial explana¬ 
tion of the survival of the Jews during times 
even more trying than the present. But it does 
not ring true today. It vanishes before the first 
breath of rationalism and never can be 
recaptured for the new generation which stands 
in greatest need of hope. Even the gentleman 
who voiced these convictions did not sound 
convincing, his skull-cap and pious Hebrew 
plmases notwithstanding. That is perhaps why 
he could be induced to speak of constructive 
relief, of JJmschichtung and of emigi'ation, es- 
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pecially to Palestine. Faith in supernatural 
redemption as a solution of the Jewish problem 
is a counsel of despair. It doubtless helps a 
person to suffer and die. Gan it produce the 
will and the vigour necessary to build a new life 
in this world of the living? 

(b) The Classless Society of Justice and 
Harmony 

Although the uncompromising collectivism 
rejects unconditionally the belief in superna- 
tural redemptioHj he is at one with the Ortho¬ 
dox in visualizing a world of justice, peace and 
harmony. His perfected world, however, is 
peopled not with reposing shadows but with 
active and striving men and women who are 
determined to realize to tire full the possibilities 
of human life. His ‘Paradise’ is of the land of 
the living and the miracle of its attainment is 
to be wrought by man, not God. 

Unlike the despairing passivity of the pious, 
the extreme collectivist’s approach to our prob¬ 
lem is dynamic. With a zeal which only con¬ 
viction and faith could father, he hurls himself 

I. The designation ‘uncompromising collectivist’ is employed for 
want of a more precise term. It is meant to include socialists 
as well as communists who refuse to be concerned with a 
Jewish problem apart from the general economic and social 
problem, and who disdain all partial solutions of the troubles 
besetting the Jews. 
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upon the established order and will not relent 
until he or the evils which he would destroy 
are no more. Moreover, he is certain of victory 
and promises to put an end once and for all to 
the problems of the Jews. 

The uncompromising collectivist, however, 
refuses to recognize a special Jewish problem. 
To him it is but one effect of a vicious economic 
system which produces chaos, strife and hatred. 
Once that system is replaced by one in which 
co-operation and concern for the common wel¬ 
fare take the place of greed and individual 
aggrandizement, the basic cause of the persecu¬ 
tion and misery of the Jews will disappear. 
Therefore, he says to the Jews: ‘Your future 
salvation lies with us. Join us in the struggle 
against all oppressors. In solving the basic 
problems of society, your troubles too will 
disappear.’ 

The fact that his solution does not touch the 
present and immediate problems of the Jews; 
that it promises only a happy future—too 
often a progressively distant future—does not 
trouble the uncompromising collectivist. The 
misery which he sees about him he dismisses 
lightly as an inevitable consequence of capi¬ 
talism. In fact, he even views this misery as a 
not-unwelcome ally in the struggle for a better 

Kb 
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world. And here, curiously enough, the pious 
and ungodly meet; to the m,en of faith misery is 
necessary to atone for sin; to the men of action 
it is desirable to hasten redemption. 

Like the extreme orthodox, the uncompro¬ 
mising collectivist offers the present generation 
little more than a promise for the future—a 
future in which the living of today can hardly 
hope to share. For, even if collectivist dominion 
were to be realized during our lifetime, a 
problematical assumption, the troubles of the 
present generation of Jews in east-central 
Europe would not disappear. The Jewish petty 
trader would no more fit into a collectivist 
society than he does in the nationalistic one of 
today. Instead of being a useless Lufimensch^ 
the Jew is likely to become an undesirable mis¬ 
fit, a declassed and despised being who must 
still be ‘reformed.’ His religious beliefs must be 
eradicated as superstitions. His national-cul¬ 
tural traditions must be destroyed in order to 
remove him from ‘ clerical-bourgeois ’ influences. 
And all association with a cultural centre 
abroad must be severed so as to avoid contami¬ 
nation. 

The problems of the individual Jew would 
doubtless be solved in the long run, if the 
theory of collectivism were realized in practice. 
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But it is no more than an assumption that 
collectivism, even if it succeeds in establishing 
itself in eastern and central Europe, would take 
shape according to ‘plan.’ We can visualize a 
Polish or German collectivism which, in times 
of stress, would find the Jews so ‘bourgeois- 
minded ’ as to be beyond redemption. But even 
if the ruling authorities of the new order prove 
to be more concerned with the reformation of 
the Jews than with their elimination, that could 
hardly prove comforting to the generation 
which must be sacrificed. Thus, just as the para¬ 
dise of gilded tables and spread folios of the 
Talmud is not of the world of the living, so the 
classless society may be little more than a 
vision of the future for the harassed Jews of today. 

(c) The Idyl of Emancipation, Equality and 
Assimilaiion"^ 

For a century and more, assimilation was the 
dominant ideal of the modern Jew. Born of the 


a. Careless usage has occasioned much confusion with respect 
to ‘assimilation’ and ‘assimilationists.’ As here employed, tire 
term ‘assimilationist' signifies a person who recognizes no 
common interests and no group life among Jews beyond pub¬ 
lic worship and parochial charily. The ‘assimilationist,’ as here 
defined, would identify himself with a Jewish group only in 
the synagogue, the cemetery and, with limitations, in the 
almshouse, 

It must also be noted that we are dealing here with middle- 
class assimilationists in east-central Europe. 
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secular cosmopolitanism of the eighteenth cen¬ 
tury, it quickly adjusted itself to the nationalism 
and liberalism of the nineteenth century, and 
appeared to have found, at long last, a thorough 
and complete solution of the Jewish problem. 
The modern Jew of the nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries was at home in the world 
about him. He acted and felt as the equal of 
his compatriots. In language, in dress and 
appearance, in manners and customs, in ideas 
and ideals the Jew was a German or Frenchman 
or Englishman. He differed in religious belief 
and practice, but religious uniformity was not 
considered an essential condition of citizenship, 
and Jewish civil and political equality was 
enshrined in the fundamental law of every 
civilized ‘Western’ state. 

The seriousness of the .Russian Jewish prob¬ 
lem of Tsarist days was recognized, but it was 
viewed neither as a permanent problem nor 
as one calling into question the soundness of 
the assimilationist position. The belief was 
widespread that the autocracy of the Tsar 
would soon give way to a liberal democracy 
after the western model, and that Jewish eman¬ 
cipation, equality and assimilation would there¬ 
upon repeat the miracle which had been 
wrought in the West and usher in an era of 
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peace and prosperity for the sorely tried Eastern 
Jews. 

It would be idle to enter here into a criticism 
of the assimilationist view of Jewish life. Suffi¬ 
cient for our purpose is the sad fact that in 
nearly all of the states under review, assimila¬ 
tion does not offer the solution of the Jewish 
problem. That the anti-Semitic groups which 
derive spiritual and material sustenance from 
Nazi Germany would mouth the worn phrases 
about racial purity goes without saying. But 
even the saner elements refuse to take seriously 
such a solution of the Jewish problems. 
Numerous leaders of majority and minority 
groups who were not openly or actively anti- 
Semitic told me that there were too many 
Jews to assimilate, and everywhere it was 
evident that tire central and east European 
peoples preferred the elimination of the Jews 
to their assimilation. 

Two views of Jewish assimilation deserve 
special attention. A highly intelligent Pole of 
Jewish ancestry who is not unknown in America 
expressed the significant view held by many 
that assimilation in east-central Europe in¬ 
volved religious, as well as cultural uniformity. 
I am not convinced that even baptism of the 
Jewish masses, were it possible or desirable, 



148 


SOLUTIONS 


would solve the Jewish problem, and the per¬ 
sonal experience of the gentleman who ex¬ 
pressed the view would prove such a hope 
unfounded. The view is recorded merely to 
show that even at its best assimilation in east- 
central Europe would involve the disappearance 
of the Jews, at least as Jews. 

Most significant is the fact that intelligent 
men consider assimilation a theoretic formula 
which has no pertinence to the actual problem 
of the Jews in east-central Europe. An un¬ 
usually capable and well-informed Rumanian 
ofEcial, quite liberal and not ill disposed to the 
Jews, made an observation about the dispropor¬ 
tionate number of Jews in trade and in the 
liberal professions. 

‘ Why do you speak of Jewish merchants and 
Jewish lawyers?’, I asked. ‘They are Ruman¬ 
ians in all but religion and your laws recognize 
no religious disabilities. These men speak your 
language and share your cultural traditions and 
aspirations; they serve with you in your army, 
and rally to the defence of the fatherland. As 
a foreigner visiting your country, I find it 
difficult to distinguish many Jews from other 
Rumanians. Why then do you, a liberal and 
cultured person, persist in raising an artificial 
barrier? ’ 
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This, thought my Rumanian friend, was an 
oversimplified statement of tlie problem. ‘In 
theory,’ he said, ‘You may be right. But in 
practice the distinction is made.’ And the prob¬ 
lem would remain, in his view, even if the Jews 
espoused Christianity. Although I had previ¬ 
ously reached that conclusion, I was startled by 
that straightforward and unemotional state¬ 
ment. It appeared that another illusion nour¬ 
ished by many Jews, another fond hope, had 
been shattered by contact with reality. 

Yet, one still meets in east-central Europe 
men who thrill to the thought of assimilation; 
for whom faith in that ideal causes the dismal 
present to vanish and a blissful future to blend 
with the happy memories of the past. An aged 
gentleman of Vienna recalled an active and 
useful life as a public official and insisted that a 
Jewish question did not exist in his country 
because the Constitution guaranteed full equal¬ 
ity to all. A cultured but perplexed native of 
Krakow spoke ruefully of the slovenly pater¬ 
nalism of Franz Joseph as ‘those good old times.’ 
An otherwise clear-headed citizen of Saloniki 
still thought Zionism dangerous for his co¬ 
religionists. An active and wide-awake Ruman¬ 
ian Jew spoke with genuine patriotism of his 
country and its people. A solid and learned 
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Magyar of the Mosaic Persuasion replied tersely 
to the question whether the Jews of his country 
were recognized as a minority, ‘ Thank God we 
are not a minority. We belong to the majority.’ 

The mere mention of the present, however, 
sufficed to contrast the promise of assimilation 
with its fulfilment. The octogenarian of Vienna 
was living in the past, except for his pension, 
and it would have been unkind to disturb his 
equanimity. But the Krakow leader admitted 
that there was no future even for the assimilated 
youth of his city. The Greek anti-Zionist 
realized that several thousand despairing 
labourers of Saloniki had found homes in 
Palestine, and he did not deny the fact that the 
anti-Semitic movement of his city had expanded 
and contracted with the ebb and flow of party 
politics irrespective of Zionism. The Rumanian 
patriot could not induce his Government to 
protect harassed and frustrated students of the 
Jewish faith. And the Jewish member of 
the Hungarian majority was perturbed by the 
governmental inquiry into the occupational 
distribution of his co-religionists. 

Until relatively recently assimilation had the 
merit of affording immediate relief. The prob¬ 
lems of the individual Jew appeared to vanish 
with his incorporation into the cultural com- 
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munity of the majority peoples. And this 
earthly bliss appeared within easy reach of all 
who manifested a willingness to be saved, i.e., 
a readiness to casl off all differentiating 
influences other than denominational affiliations 
and those involving parochial charity. For, how¬ 
ever much the impatient might inveigh against 
the tardiness of the process of assimilation or its 
incompleteness in certain instances, few non- 
Jews were ready to question the desirability of 
assimilation or to deny the basic unity of eman¬ 
cipation and equality with assimilation. Refusal 
to avow a divine trinity might still result in the 
exclusion of the Jew from the celestial abode of 
the blessed, but faith in the triune principle of 
the national state sufficed to assure the Jew the 
paradisiacal enjoyment of the land of the living. 

Today the non-jewish world of central and 
eastern Europe has experienced a change of 
heart: it either neglects to fulfill the promise 
inherent in assimilation or rejects the very prin¬ 
ciple as dangerous to its assumed superiority. 
And in this altered situation, assimilation fails 
to provide the means of integrating tire Jew with 
his environment. For the efficiency of assimila¬ 
tion as a solution of the Jewish problem is de¬ 
pendent not only upon the willingness of the 
Jews to assimilate—a willingness which I found 
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to be pitiable in its intensity—but also upon 
the readiness of non-Jewish fellow citizens to 
accept them. That readiness is non-existent in 
east-central Europe, and the Jews who seek 
admittance into the intellectual and social life 
of their countries are knocking at doors which 
are barred and bolted against them. 

The assimilationist Jews, interviewed on this 
question are, of course, fully aware of the 
present difficulties, but instead of facing the 
problem with a view to discovering some modi¬ 
fied form of adjustment to the hostile environ¬ 
ment, they retreat into the future. They take 
a long view of the situation and have faith that 
ultimately justice and sanity will prevail. Again 
a last or lasting judgment with the promise of 
deferred reward and punishment. 

‘The true believer in an earthly paradise,’ 
once said a brilliant Polish-Jewish cynic, ‘is the 
assimilationist; the orthodox knows that there 
is no paradise.’ If this half-truth gains point 
from the fact that the Gan Eden of the ortho¬ 
dox has been relegated to a place and time when 
its efficacy may be problematical, our epigram 
will want revision. For the assimilationist,rudely 
shaken out of his happy illusion, is transplanting 
the home of his dreams into the distant future. 
He may have caught a glimpse of the Promised 
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Land but he knows that he will not enter 
therein. 

The Messianism, of the orthodox is complete 
unto itself. The millennium being the superna¬ 
tural reward for faith and a mode of living, is 
beyond the reach of Polish National Democrats, 
of Rumanian Cuzists, of Mitteleuropa Nazis and 
of intolerant chauvinists and racists every¬ 
where. Like its creation, the realization of 
Eden is exclusively the province of the Jew. 
Given the faith, salvation is assured and the 
believer finds inner peace. 

Moreover, the orthodox Jew is a member of 
a group who share his troubles and his faith in 
the ultimate reward. Pie does not have to face 
a hostile environment alone. The ridicule or 
calumny which is heaped upon the Jew does 
not undermine his morale. It glides off, as it 
were, the unseen ramparts which the group 
raises for its defence. Within these defences the 
individual Jew finds warmth, recognition and 
understanding. His habits are conventional, his 
learning is appreciated and his piety approved. 
In a word, within the social organism with 
which he is identified, the Jew has confidence 
in himself and in Ms future; surrounded by his 
fellows he can contemptuously ignore the 
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preachers of hate and fix his gaze upon the 
happiness which lies beyond. 

The Jew who chooses to labour for the per¬ 
fected co-operative commonwealth can likewise 
find satisfaction in his hopes and sacrifices. The 
group with which he affiliates himself and which 
he terms his class accepts him without reserva¬ 
tions and enables him to realize to the full his 
powers and abilities. He is, of course, the victim 
of many disappointments and of much injustice 
in east-central Europe. But he suffers these at 
the hands of enemies whose ideals, traditions 
and institutions he would destroy. His own 
comrades recognize his suffering as their own 
and embrace him as their hero or martyr. Like 
the Orthodox Messianist, he too finds repose in 
the identification with and affection of his 
group. In adversity he can ignore the evil 
present when his enemies reign supreme and 
fix; his gaze upon the classless society which 
would bring happiness to himself or his com¬ 
rades. 

Not so the assimilationist. His millennium 
holds no promise of celestial bliss or mundane 
perfection. He can neither withdraw into his 
own Jewish shell, like the orthodox, and await 
patiently the pleasure of the supernatural; nor 
can he take refuge in the way of life which 
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characterizes the collectivist, and defy the 
established order. He cannot divorce himself 
from the national and cultural life of his country 
because the essence of his ideal is to merge 
himself with that environment. In short, 
assimilation as a solution of the problems of the 
Jew hangs upon the good will of existing non- 
Jewish society to accept the Jew as an equal. 
And that good will is nowhere in evidence in 
east-central Europe, 

The chief difficulty with assimilation in east- 
central Europe is that its devotees must face a 
group problem as individuals. The principles 
of assimilation, emancipation and equality are 
essentially of the liberal and democratic order, 
but that order, except for Czechoslovakia, has 
been generally in eclipse in central and eastern 
Europe. Therefore, in demanding equality from 
the ruling elements, the assimilationist cannot 
appeal to a principle of universal application 
but must plead for a privilege—practically a 
personal privilege. 

It has been argued that the refusal of a Gov¬ 
ernment to guarantee effective equality to the 
Jews is a universal problem affecting the Chris¬ 
tian proponents of liberalism and democracy 
no less than the Jews. In theory this is true; 
and in tlieory one can argue further that the 
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assimilationist Jews face theii- problems not as 
individuals but as members of groups of lib¬ 
erals. The fact that liberals are not numerous 
in east-central Europe would not affect the 
question because the satisfaction derived from 
complete identification with a group is inde¬ 
pendent of numbers. Therefore it can be asked, 
‘Is the assimilationist any more isolated than 
the extreme collectivist?’ 

He is. In the first place, not all assimilation- 
ists are liberals. Some have themselves lost faith 
in democracy and approve of some form, of 
authoritarianism. These have disowned the lib¬ 
eral group and not been accepted by those 
whose philosophy of government they share. 
Moreover, the collectivist enjoys the feeling of 
kinship inherent in group membership because 
collectivism involves an attitude toward life; 
it can almost be said to be a way of living; 
whereas liberalism is too often merely a way of 
speaking. 

Most significant, however, is the fact that not 
infrequently liberals look upon the Jew as a 
liability and prefer not to have him bring dis¬ 
credit upon their movement. Non-Jewish as 
well as Jewish liberals often wonder whether 
Jews are not too much in the public eye; 
whether prominence is good for the Jews and 
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for the liberal cause. The counsel which flows 
from that attitude of mind may be necessary 
and prudent, but it makes manifest how un¬ 
justified has been the faith in assimilation as 
a solution of the Jewish problem in east-central 
Europe. Assimilation in those lands has not 
only not solved the problems of the present; 
it has not even made possible an untrammelled 
participation in the building of a future, real 
or imaginery, which renders living in a hostile 
world bearable. For those who remain loyal to 
such an ideal, assimilation has become a 
Messianism of despair. 


For the time being, a genuine solution of the 
Jewish problem of cast-central Europe does not 
appear to be a practical possibility. The appear¬ 
ance of a personal Messiah would entail super¬ 
natural intervention, and every learned Jew 
knows that one must not count on miracles. To 
expect a sudden change of heart toward the Jew 
is likewise to court the miraculous. Deep-seated 
economic and social forces, not a wilful ‘hard¬ 
ening of the heart’ are responsible for the 
breakdown of assinrilation and the consecpient 
rejection of the Jews. Finally, the radical recon¬ 
struction of east-central European society, and 



158 


SOLUTIONS 


the elimination of economic and political strife, 
do not appear attainable at present or in the 
immediate future. The fact that the indescrib¬ 
able suffering of the years of depression has not 
perceptibly strengthened the revolutioirary 
forces should suffice to arouse the scepticism 
of those whose minds are not closed on this 
question.'' 

The assertion that a radical reconstruction of 
society is not imminent must not be construed 
in the sense that all change is unlikely—that 
the stains quo has hardened into permanence. 
On the contrary, the overthrow of the ruling 
oligarchies in Poland and Rumania by the 
aroused peasantiy would not at all be surpris¬ 
ing. Dictatorship, demagogy and terror have 
concealed the grievances and silenced some of 
the opposition of the peasants. But these ele¬ 
ments are aroused, well organized (especially 
in Rumania) and ably led. Political power 
may before very long fall into their hands. 

Yet, the advent to power of the peasant lead¬ 
ers would not affect basically the Jewish prob¬ 
lem. Pogroms, personal abuse and other crude 

3. One is often told that a first-rate European War would pro¬ 
duce cliaos, and that peace and harmony would emerge from 
this chaos. Pcrhap.s so; but those who anticipate such a solu¬ 
tion of the Jewish problem must reckon with the equal pos¬ 
sibility that few Jews of east-central Europe would .survive 
such a holocaust. 
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forms of anti-Semitism would no doubt be dis¬ 
countenanced. The Rumanian peasant leaders, 
notably Maniu, Milialacke and Lupu attack 
anti-Semitic agitation because it misleads the 
peasants; it diverts their attention from real 
issues and nourishes the false hope that the des¬ 
truction of the Jews would solve the country’s 
problems. These leaders tell the peasant that 
the exploiter and not the Jew is their enemy; 
that non-Jewish exploiters are more dangerous 
oppressors than the Jews. But the peasant also 
learns that middlemen arc their exploiters; and 
Jews are middlemen. Peasants are taught to 
form co-operatives so as to eliminate the middle¬ 
man and his profit. The Rumanian peasant 
leaders believe that co-operation will solve the 
economic and social problems of the rural 
population. Not being anti-Semites, they even 
expi'ess concern for the suffering Jewish 
middleman who must be displaced. But they 
do not consider it their problem to find new 
and useful occupations for the Jews. The 
reconstruction of Jewish ecoiromic life, they 
leave to the Jews. 

In Poland, many peasant leaders are not even 
well disposed toward the Jews. I was invited to 
the home of a highly cultured peasant leader 
of the left, ‘We are not anti-Semites,’ he said, 

Lb 
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‘ Professor X [the well-known National Demo¬ 
crat whom I visited] must hate the Jews be¬ 
cause he had a Jewish grandparent. We do not 
have to. But—and there is a but—he added, 
‘we cannot forget that the Jews refrained from 
protesting when the government arrested our 
leaders.’ I learned subsequently that Jewish 
members of Parliament were among the few 
who did dare to speak out against the pro¬ 
scription of Witos and his friends. 

Mr, X, the radical peasant leader, is no anti- 
Semite, He is too civilized for that. But he 
knows that the Polish peasantry has been 
taught to hate the Jews, and he and his party 
are unwilling to swim against the tide. He 
knows also that even the redistribution of land 
would not relieve entirely of its poverty the 
rapidly multiplying rural population. Many 
peasants must continue to press upon the 
Jewish economic positions, and the parvenu 
Christian storekeeper or cobbler will inevitably 
hate his Jewish competitor. 

A peasant government in Poland or Rumania 
might put an end to the physical violence from 
which the Jews now suffer. But wc must not for¬ 
get that pogroms, gruesome as they arc, do not 
constitute the basic problem of the Jews of east- 
central Europe. The suffering of the Jews is 
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due to their elimination from economic life. 
Such elimination will continue even under a 
government which docs not employ the Jewish 
issue as a diversion. Go-operation is a higher 
form of social organization and it does benefit 
the peasantry. The Jewish middleman is 
doomed even if the organized peasantry, the 
one element which is in a position to challenge 
the present rulers, becomes master of the state. 

Thus, we cannot look to a comprehensive 
solution of the Jewish problem at the present 
time. We must resort to partial solutions—’to 
palliatives. But palliatives, be it remembered, 
may be highly constructive. When a full cure 
cannot be effected, palliatives may not only 
relieve the sufferer; they may diminish the 
violence and moderate the effects of a disease. 

2. PALLIATIVES AND PARTIAL SOLUTIONS 

(a) The Work of the American Joint Distribution 
Committee 

If the records of the American Joint Distri¬ 
bution Committee were to be written to the 
last word, they might well include a consider¬ 
able part of the history of post-war Jewry. Dur¬ 
ing the past two decades, the J.D.G., as it is 
universally known, has performed a work of 
relief and reconstruction so gigantic as to rank 
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among the greatest humanitarian efforts of our 
century. That the history of this institution has 
not yet been written may be symptomatic of the 
stupendous task which lies ahead. 

It is not my purpose hei'e even to summarize 
the work which has been done. That would re¬ 
quire a bulky volume. But it is no exaggeration 
to say that the struggle of the east-central Euro¬ 
pean Jews would be a hopeless one were it not 
for the J.D.G. The very lives of scores of thous¬ 
ands have been saved by timely relief. Vast 
numbers have found the hope and courage to 
face an otherwise bleak future. And in the 
midst of overwhelming distress forces have been 
marshalled for self-help and reconstruction. 

The achievements of the J.D.G. are discern¬ 
ible at every turn in east-central Europe. It 
made possible the rebuilding of thousands of 
homes destroyed by the war. It gathered and 
fathered the orphans left destitute by pogroms. ■ 
Agricultural implements were made available 
for the Jewish farmers of Bessarabia soon after 
the World War, and more recently aid was 
extended to districts in this area stricken by 
famine and disease. Throughout the post-war 
period, the J.D.G. has stimulated efforts for 
child care, for health work and sanitation. It 
has subsidized school budgets, encouraged 
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trade education and provided the means for 
renovating school buildings which might other¬ 
wise have been condemned by the authorities. 
The cry of Polish and Rumanian pogrom 
victims, appeals on behalf of the destitute of 
Sub-Carpathian Ruthenia or of the needy in 
Vienna and other cities, and the pleas of totter¬ 
ing Jewish institutions everywhere have received 
a quick response from the American J.D.G. 

Provision for the sick, the hungry and the 
homeless at first absorbed all the energies of the 
J.D.G. Tlris work of relief still goes on, but 
during the past decade the best efforts of the 
J.D.G. have been directed to the building and 
maintenance of local institutions for self-help. 
Thus in 1922, the Society for the Protection of 
the Plealth of the Jewish Population in Poland 
(Toz) was organized and for a number of 
years supported largely by funds from the 
J.D.G. Today the American philanthropic 
association is called upon to cover only a small 
fraction of the budget which provides for 
extensive medical and health work 

In 1924, numerous local groups were brought 
together in the Society for the Protection of 
Children and the Care of Orphans in Poland 
(Centos). The work previously done by the 
J.D.G. has since been continued by this body 
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with some American aid.*^ Thousands of desti¬ 
tute children are maintained in private homes 
or in institutions and given a rudimentary 
education. Particularly noteworthy is the fact 
that some 6,000 young persons, formerly 
sheltered by the Centos, are today masters of 
trades and in a position to earn a livelihood. 

One of the most farsighted objectives in the 
programme of reconstruction has been the 
fostering of co-operatives and the granting of 
free credits. The J.D.C. and the American Joint 
Reconstruction Foundation (known as the 
Foundation)® have helped found and have 
subsidized credit co-operatives, especially in 
Poland. The depression struck these co-opera¬ 
tive Kassas a serious blow, compelling about 
one-half of the Polish associations to liquidate. 
But some 300 survive, thanks largely to the 
Foundation. In 1935, these still counted nearly 
100,000 members and were able to advance 
loans to 175,000 persons. 

Even more widespread have been the Free 
Loan Associations {Gemiloth Chessed Kassas) 
sponsored and supported by the J.D.C. They 
operate in Austria, Lithuania and elsewhere, 
but are most numerous and most effective in 

4. The J.D.C. subsidy amounts to about io% of the budget. 

5. It was organized in 1934 by the J.D.C. and tlte Jewish Coloni¬ 
zation Association. 
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Poland. In 1934-19355 more than 700 Polish 
towns boasted such associations which granted 
152,923 free loans totalling 14,500,000 zloty. 
The average loan was granted for a term of 
six to eight months and involved a sum of 100 
or 120 zloty ($20 or $24). 

What misery these figures reveal! If we re¬ 
member that each of the 152,923 borrowers 
represented a family of four or five persons, 
we find that 600,000 to 700,000—more than 
one-fifth of Polish Jewry—^must resort to a 
free loan of $20. The standard of living among 
Polish Jews and the nature of many of their 
business undertakings are evident from the 
fact that a $20 loan replenishes depleted re¬ 
sources in ‘ capital’j and takes six or eight 
months to repay. 

How grateful the Jews are for these puny 
loans! I saw a number of letters in which small 
town leaders pour out their souls in gratitude 
for a subvention of a few hundred zloty. It will 
perhaps be wisest to refer only to a letter quoted 
by J. Giterman of Warsaw, a man who possesses 
an unusual grasp of the Polish situation.® In 
this letter, a loan of 500 zloty was characterized 
as ‘a ray of light for our town, which faced the 

6, See Jiidische Wohlfahrlspjlege mi SozialpolUik, HI, Heft 6-7 

June-July, 1932, p. 210. 
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abyss.’ Unable to meet the demands for loans, 
the leaders were in despair. The 500 zloty en¬ 
abled the prostrate town ‘to rise again’ and the 
whole population uttered a prayer of thanks¬ 
giving for the continued success of the good 
work. Even when allowances are made for 
natural exaggeration and for the desire to re¬ 
tain the good will of the centre in Warsaw, the 
meaning of the letter is clear* The free loan 
may be no more than a straw, but the Polish 
Jew is a drowning man and this straw offers 
the hope of survival. 

The work of the J.D.C. and of related organi¬ 
zations may not constitute a solution of the 
Jewish problem. But little loans of $20 or $40 
bring hope to tens of thousands of despairing 
artisans and petty traders. These loans must be 
made available. Hundreds of thousands have 
not sufficient clothing and lack sustenance to 
keep body and soul together. The needy must 
be helped, the naked must be clothed and the 
hungry fed. The J.D.C. heartens the Jews of 
Poland, Rumania and other lands in their 
heroic efforts to maintain a foothold in the face 
of all but insuperable obstacles. This work 
must be continued. The Jews of east-central 
Europe must be sustained until sanity returns 
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to the world and renders possible genuine 
reconstruction. 

(b) Umschichtung or Retraining, and the 
Development of Mew Occupations. 

In Vilna, I met an elderly Jewish physician 
whose sad, pathetic humour I’ecalled to mind 
some characters of the great Jewish humourist, 
Shalom Aleichem. When I referred to the need 
of retraining, he said, ‘Ah! Umschichtung 
means casting from one grave into another.’ 
What is the use of converting a petty trader 
into an artisan when government regulations 
and the boycott render the lives of both equally 
intolerable? 

This is true, and yet retraining is a vital and 
imperative necessity, if for no other reason, 
because one cannot build on despair. We must 
remember that the bulk of east-central Euro¬ 
pean Jews must remain in their native lands. 
Their only hope lies in preparation for useful 
and productive labour. The petty trader is not 
only helpless at present; he is absolutely with¬ 
out hope for the future. Even if governments 
well-disposed to the Jews were to come to power, 
the petty trader would be doomed. Tire develop- 
meirt of co-operatives can only result in his 
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complete elimination. The well-trained artisan 
however, or the person equipped for factory- 
labour, is at least not entirely unarmed in the 
desperate struggle for existence of today, and he 
alone may hope to be absorbed in the life of 
his country when government and society prove 
more friendly. 

Retraining is of primary importance also for 
those who must emigrate and for the youths 
who seek a permanent home in Palestine. The 
transplanting of Polish or Rumanian Luftmen- 
schen to other lands would only shift the exist¬ 
ing problems and probably raise new ones as 
well. If trained for useful labour, the same 
refugees would be enabled to adjust themselves 
quickly in their new homelands. New pos¬ 
sibilities for immigration might even develop, 
once the sparsely settled lands are assured that 
Jewish immigration would not impose a burden 
upon the community. 

The Jews of east-central Europe recognize 
the importance of retraining, and many organi¬ 
zations devote much attention to it. Normal 
trade and agricultural schools, courses for adults 
without a trade and finishing classes for artisans 
are maintained by the Jewish Colonization 
Association, by the Ort, by Centos and by 
Wuzet. The J.D.C. does not engage directly 
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in trade education, but it subsidizes all four 
of the associations which have been named. 
Thousands of persons have been taught trades, 
and many an artisan of inadequate training 
has been enabled to pass the government 
examination through instruction provided by 
these organizations. 

I visited the Vilna Technicum and several 
other trade schools. The spirit of teachers and 
students is excellent, but the equipment is anti¬ 
quated and inadequate. It should be made pos¬ 
sible for these institutions to modernize their 
equipment and to extend their influence. 

The Hachsharah and Hechalutz movements, 
although primarily concerned with the training 
of young people for pioneer life in Palestine, 
have exerted a powerful influence in the direc¬ 
tion of retraining. Not aU of the many thou¬ 
sands who flock to the preparatory colonies have 
found it possible to proceed to Palestine. Con¬ 
siderable numbers remain at home, but they 
do not revert to their old mode of life. They 
remain proficient industrial workers or farm 
labourers who have been inspired by the ideal 
of physical labour. It is difficult to estimate the 
numbers that have been thus retrained, but in 
all likelihood these activities have proved even 
more effective than the trade schools. Today, 
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as many young men and women are in training 
in the preparatory colonies of Poland as in all 
the Jewish trade schools of that country. Move¬ 
ments thrive best when reinforced by ideals 
and slogans. Retraining will proceed most 
rapidly when necessity and ideal combine to 
endow physical labour with social approval. 

Retraining must concern itself to a greater 
extent with agriculture. There are considerable 
numbers of Jewish farmers in east-central 
Europe, especially in Sub-Carpathian Ruthenia 
and in Bessarabia. Every effort must be made 
to keep these Jews on the land. A portion of 
the city youth should be trained for agriculture 
and Jews must be prepared to push their claim 
for part of the soil of their native lands when¬ 
ever a favourable opportunity presents itself. 
At the present moment such opportunities are 
not in evidence. Little desirable land is now 
available for colonization in the Polish ‘ Land¬ 
lord’s Paradise,’ and the anti-Semitic elements 
in Tumania, as well as in Poland, are in no 
mood to permit even a fraction of the soil to 
pass into the hands of Jews. Rumania, which 
has an abundance of good land, will serve as 
an illustration. About two years ago the Jewish 
Colonization Association applied to the Ru¬ 
manian Government for legalization of its 
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activities, and the Council of Ministers granted 
the desired authorization. Within ten days, 
however, an anti-Seniitic press campaign 
obliged the Council to annul its decision. The 
activities of the Jewish Colonization Associa¬ 
tion were forbidden and the Minister of Justice 
instructed all magistrates in Bessarabia to 
examine recent land purchases and to annul 
those found objectionable. 

Discouraging as the present situation is, the 
Jews must nevertheless persist in the demand 
that land be made available for some of the 
destitute city dwellers. There are influential 
Rumanian Christians who recognize that one 
of the solutions of the Jewish problem is coloni¬ 
zation upon the land. A change in political for¬ 
tunes may place such men in positions of 
authority. In Poland, too, the day cannot be 
far distant when the gentry will be compelled 
to relinquish its stranglehold on the nation’s 
soil. When that day comes, trained Jewish 
farmers should be on hand to make good the 
claim to a share. In the meantime such Jews 
may find a livelihood in dairying, bee-keeping, 
fruit growing, poultry farming and the like. 

These rural occupations are considered new 
fields which await development by Jews. In 
industry, too, a number of new projects have 
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been suggested. One plan would find employ¬ 
ment for Jews in basket-making, in the produc¬ 
tion of canned goods and preserves for export, 
chiefly to America; another would attempt to 
find a market for manufactured goods, chiefly 
hosiery, in Great Britain and the colonies. One 
effort has already yielded some results. In the 
northwestern part of the Lublin region, some 
3,000 school children and old women have been 
set to work knitting sweaters, hats, shawls, and 
the like, for export to England. Puny as these 
attempts at reconstruction are, they deserve en¬ 
couragement. Yet we are in duty bound to say 
a word of warning. In the Lublin region, the 
destitute women and children work twelve to 
fourteen hours a day for a wage of i 8 to 20 
cents. It is, of course, obvious that much of the 
success of such ventures depends upon cheap 
labour. But limits must be set to exploitation. 
And the greatest care must be taken that what 
profits are realized should benefit the workmen. 
To permit a chain of middlemen—jobbers, 
exporters, etc.—to be forged out of misery 
would only add injustice to distress. One may 
accept with misgivings the union of business 
with philanthropy which these ventures involve; 
but no one ought to permit exploitation to 
parade as philanthropy. 
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(c) The fostering of co-operatives 
The phenomenal growth in the number and 
influence of co-operatives throughout east-cen¬ 
tral Europe should serve both as a warning and 
as an example for the Jews. Polish and Ru¬ 
manian artisans and traders of the Cluristian 
faith have an enormous advantage over the 
Jews in the struggle for a livelihood. The pul¬ 
pit, the press and popular orators provide free 
advertising for their wares; the resources of 
the government are at their service; and the 
violence of the anti-Semites ruins their Jewish 
competitors. Yet Poles and others make persist¬ 
ent efforts to band together in co-operatives. 
It stands to reason that the Jews who labour 
under the most serious handicaps cannot pre¬ 
vail unless they abandon the chaotic individual¬ 
ism to which they have long been accustomed. 
Co-operatives would eliminate duplication, 
waste and cut-throat competition. The pooling 
of resources would enable a craft to secure mod¬ 
ern machines without which the Jews cannot 
compete successfully. The most energetic and 
resourceful individuals might assume leader¬ 
ship and provide the planning and direction 
which are so sadly lacking at present.' Credit 
facilities which do not exist for the individual 
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craftsman might become available for a co¬ 
operative guild. Even,the government might 
be obliged to reckon with an organized force 
such as a union of co-operatives. 

Wc have already referred to the Jewish co¬ 
operative credit associations of Poland. In Lodz 
a pioneer producers’ co-operative in mechanical 
weaving has been organized. Further efforts 
should be made in this direction. The efforts 
to foster new export industries would assume 
greater significance, and would probably elicit 
greater support, if organized on a co-operative 
basis. And when the opportunity presents itself 
to settle Jews on the land, co-operatives would 
become indispensable, at least in financing, in 
buying and selling and in the utilization of 
agricultural machinery. The whole question of 
co-operation should be studied in order to 
determine the forms best suited to Jewish 
aptitudes and needs. 

(d) Emigration 

The non-Jewish leaders of public opinion 
who have given any thought at all to the future 
of the Jewish problem in their countries have 
seized upon emigration as an easy and, for them, 
costless solution. ‘We have too many Jews; 
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they must emigrate’ is a refrain often heard in 
central and eastern Europe. 

I heard emigration characterized as a solu¬ 
tion of the Jewish problem by the Polish 
Ambassador to a western European Great 
Power, by a former Polish Foreign Minister, by 
two leading officials in the Polish Foreign Office 
by several editors, by a number of Polish and 
Rumanian professors and by several leaders of 
political parties in both countries. I raised the 
baffling question, ‘whereto?’ with everyone of 
these men, but the former Polish Foreign 
Minister alone was sufficiently interested to 
discuss the problem. I pointed out that, since no 
country was ready to receive large numbers of 
Jews, emigration was really an academic matter 
and realistic statesmen must seek a positive 
solution within the country. Otherwise the 
pauperization of nearly io% of the country’s 
population would not only ruin the Jews but 
also unbalance the entire economic structure of 
Poland. He agreed but asked not to be quoted. 
It was evident that the man was yielding to the 
force of reason. Emotionally he was not ready 
to abandon a solution so attractive to his non- 
Jewish countrymen. From the other men, my 
question elicited most often a disinterested 
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shrug of the shoulders; and, on occasion, a 
bolder Pole or Rumanian did not hesitate to 
indicate broadly that ‘whereto? ’ was a problem 
for the Jews to solve. The Fatherlands of the 
Jews are content to provide the ‘drive’ for 
emigration. They do not feel the responsibility 
of concerning themselves with the necessary 
complement in this process. 

Emigration is never a desirable solution. It 
involves flight and is resorted to only when one 
despairs of life in the native land. Moreover, 
the Jews cannot and must not acknowledge 
their elimination as a solution. Jews must 
repudiate every suggestion that they are the 
‘surplus population’; that they have no stake 
in the land which was the home of their fore¬ 
fathers for centuries. The Jews of Poland and 
Rumania are not interlopers. They have as 
much right to their homes as any other people 
in east-central Europe. 

One is tempted to counsel the Jews to ‘ dig 
in’ and to cling to their position; not to yield 
to pressure, no matter how persistent or how 
destructive that pressure may be. Yet sound as 
this view is, I cannot subscribe to it, for I have 
heard men and women say, ‘ We shall somehow 
or other end our days in misery and want. But 
what will be the future of our children?’ Life 
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in Poland and Rumania is martyrdom, and no 
one has the right to choose a martyr’s life for 
another. 

Emigration is not a solution, but many Jews 
of east-central Europe will have to emigrate. If 
we close our minds to this stark truth, we may 
find ourselves confronted with a baffling refugee 
problem. Despairing men and women will 
break through all barriers, and destitute fugi¬ 
tives will flock to every temporary haven of 
refuge. Efforts must be made to organize and 
direct Jewish emigration from east-central 
Europe. ‘Whereto?’ This question will tax the 
statesmanship of the Jewish people. But 
whether or not lands are found willing to 
receive large numbers of Jews, one land must 
remain open to settlement and development 
by Jews, namely Palestine. 

(e) The Jewish J^ational Homeland in 
Palestine 

It is difficult for Americans to appreciate the 
commanding place which Palestine occupies in 
the life of east-central European, especially of 
Polish, Jews. The Jewish press records every 
incident in the growth of the National Home¬ 
land and conversation invariably turns to this 
all absorbing subject. How many labour 

Mi 



178 


SOLUTIONS 


certificates will the Mandatory grant? Will the 
fortunate ones already in the Promised Land 
succeed in opening the door to their families— 
to parents, brothers, sisters and to more distant 
relations? Will the Polish or Rumanian Gov¬ 
ernments hinder the export of capital to 
Palestine? These and similar questions are on 
the lips of vast numbers of Jews. And disturb¬ 
ances in Palestine are viewed with as much 
anxiety as pogroms at home. 

I visited the Central Palestine Office in War¬ 
saw. Men and women of varying ages and of 
every walk of life were there to inquire whether 
they would qualify as immigrants to Palestine; 
whether possibilities existed for colonization 
and labour; whether their meagre funds would 
prove adequate. Thousands of young men and 
women are in training at Hachsharah camps in 
several countries of east-central Eui-ope; their 
goal is Palestine. Palestine is the subject of the 
theatre. I saw one scene in a Warsaw theatre in 
which the rapturous hopes of a youth and 
maiden were dashed by the failure of the 
coveted ‘ certificate ’ to arrive. With a character¬ 
istic Jewish touch, the tragic ending was dis¬ 
sipated in a sally of biting wit. ‘ The Zionist 
leaders use the certificates for themselves,’ 
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snapped the youth as he led his sweetheart 
back into the galut. 

While in Geneva, I witnessed the Palestinian 
motion picture ‘ Toward a New Life.’ The audi¬ 
ence, complacent, well-groomed and well-man¬ 
nered, was pleased, but it was evident that the 
men and women were witnessing a spectacle 
which concerned them only remotely. They had 
‘contributed’ to make the new life possible; 
they did not share in it. I went to see the same 
cinema in Warsaw. What a contrast! The audi¬ 
ence hummed the tunes; it anticipated the 
action; it thrilled to the hopes and joys and 
labours of the pioneers. The Polish Jews were 
momentarily transported to the land of their 
dreams. They lived vicariously the new life. 

Scenes at the railway station when chalutzim 
depart are the same whether witnessed in War¬ 
saw, Vilna, Kovno, Jassy, Vienna or Saloniki. 
Parents weep as they bid good-bye to children 
whom they are not likely to see again. But their 
grief is tempered by the realization that the 
children are lifted from an abyss. ‘ In Palestine,’ 
said a Jew of Krakow who had seen better days, 
‘my boy may find joy and hope and work.’ 

I met chalutzim —mere children of sixteen 
or seventeen—on board ship bound for Haifa. 
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One Latvian boy had already made two unsuc- 
cessfui attempts to enter Palestine illegally; this 
time his papers were in order and he danced 
the horah with abandon. There were boys and 
girls from Bessarabia, from Poland and from 
Lithuania whose eyes filled with tears when we 
spoke of their homes and parents. But they 
pulled themselves together quickly. ‘Our 
fathers and mothers were glad to see us go,’ 
said an automobile mechanic. Soon the past 
was a memory and the whole group sang 
‘Beautiful are the nights in Canaan.’ 

These youthful wanderers were not children 
in search of adventure. They were men and 
women prematurely hardened for work and 
struggle. Some were to enter collectives and to 
work on the land; others were artisans or 
expected to earn a livelihood as factory 
labourers. What impressed me particularly was 
the self-confidence and feeling of security which 
these young people possessed. They knew 
nothing of the doubts and anxieties which tor¬ 
ment an immigrant to a strange land. These 
were children returning home. 

For east-central European Jews, Palestine is 
more than a fond hope, more than a promise for 
the future. At least 125,000 refugees from 
Polish pogroms and boycotts have already 
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found a homeland in PalestinCj and additional 
thousands whose existence was undermined in 
Rumania, Lithuania, Latvia and Greece 
(Saloniki) are today useful and hopeful col¬ 
laborators in the building of the National 
Home. It must be noted further that a con¬ 
siderable number of these scores of thousands 
are young persons who have not forgotten 
parents and other relations left behind. Remit¬ 
tances from Palestine help to maintain numerous 
families which would otherwise become a 
burden upon the community. 

Even more significant, though perhaps less 
obvious, is the amazing transformation which 
Palestine has wrought in the harried and 
hunted fugitives from east-central Europe. I 
was in Warsaw when Jewish students were 
beaten at the University and when pogi’oms 
were raging in many small towns of Poland. In 
Rumania, too, the Jews were victims of physical 
violence. But neither the Polish nor the 
Rumanian Jews knew what to do. Unity and 
discipline wei'e wanting, and the broader issues, 
common to all Jews, were obscured by party 
and factional differences. Jewish leaders ad¬ 
mitted that there was not a single man or 
woman in Poland who could command even a 
fraction of the following which had once been 
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Isaac Griinbaum’s. In Rumania, a ‘court’Jew 
who still curries favour with the powerful by 
the time-honoured method of the Passover wine 
gift, sought me out in order to slander the ablest 
Jewish leaders of his country. To be sure he 
whispered confidentially that he had great 
favour with the powers-that-be, and was the 
recipient of many decorations. No ti'aces of the 
pooled wisdom and magical power of the Elders 
of Zion were in evidence along the route 
traversed by this writer. 

Palestine is peopled largely with Polish and 
Rumanian Jews. Yet a single decade in the 
homeland has sufficed to transform straggling 
refugees into self-confident and disciplined men 
and women. I was in a position to observe some 
of the immigrants from Poland and Rumania 
during the Arab terror which broke out in 
April, 1936. Eveiy Jew in Palestine was aware 
of the danger which lurked at every turn; yet 
there was no panic. What is more, the inaction 
of the British authorities while cold-blooded 
murder of Jews occurred daily was sufficiently 
provocative to tempt individual Jews to resort 
to retaliatory acts of terror; and many Jews 
were in a position to avenge themselves upon 
the Arabs. But absolute unity and disciplined 
restraint prevailed, so that through many 
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exasperating weeks not a single irresponsible 
act of terror was committed. Palestine is not 
merely a place of refuge for east-central 
European Jews. It affords the means of trans¬ 
forming a panic-stricken herd into a people. 

Palestine alone cannot solve the Jewish 
problems of east-central Europe. The land is 
too small to offer asylum to the hundreds of 
thousands of potential refugees. But even the 
hard-headed realist must grant that the pro¬ 
vision of homes for nearly a quarter of a million 
Jews during sixteen years of overwhelming 
tragedy, has been a partial solution or a pallia¬ 
tive of no mean proportion. Those who have 
an eye also for cultural values and for the less 
tangible achievements involved in the growth 
of human dignity, of self-reliance and hope will 
recognize in Palestine a force which must prove 
basic to any solution of the Jewish problem. 

(f) A United Jewish Representation 

Every thinking person recognizes the urgent 
need of unity, especially during these trying 
times. But few are the Jews of east-central 
Europe who do not despair of achieving united 
action. This pessimism is fully justified, yet I 
am encouraged to hope that the factional strife 
which is so evident in Jewish life is traceable 
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to the lack of a practical programme. Theoret¬ 
ical polemics are inevitable when men and 
women despair of the present and devote their 
best energies to visions of the distant future. 
Once the value of an immediate task is recog¬ 
nized, co-operation is not impossible. The work 
of the J.D.G. and of related organizations is a 
case in point. With but a few exceptions, the 
Jews of Poland have rallied behind the 
institutions sponsored by the philanthropic 
associations. Even thoroughgoing assimilation- 
ists, who prefer not to be associated with Jewish 
group life, have lent their support, or their 
names, to the Free Loan Associations to 
which we have referred. Co-operation can be 
secured for similar projects of limited scope. 

However, the unity here assumed to be neces¬ 
sary goes much deeper. The Polish or Ruma¬ 
nian Jews can only appeal to their governments 
and appeals have fallen on deaf ears. Negotia¬ 
tion is necessary and the east-central European 
Jews are not in a position to negotiate. I am 
convinced that the troubles of the Jews are due 
partly, at least, to their helplessness. The 
dictatorships and semi-dictatorships respect 
nothing but power and Nazi Germany has 
proved that the much vaunted Jewish power 
is a myth. An institution similar to the Jewish 
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Agency for Palestine is necessary to treat with 
the governrnents of east-central Europe. 

What would such an agency accomplish? In 
the first place it would put an end to irresponsi¬ 
bility. During the past year or two, the Polish 
Government has acted with amazing effrontery. 
While pursuing policies which contributed to 
bring ruin to the Jews, the Polish Foreign 
Minister publicly demanded colonies for the 
settlement of the Jewish ‘surplus.’ This action 
is not unlike the person who murdered man and 
wife and then appealed to kindly people to 
help him send the orphans to an asylum. More 
amazing still, a well known Jew took it upon 
himself to second the efforts of the Polish 
Foreign Office. A Jewish representation would 
have repudiated, in the name of the Jewish 
people, a policy which sought to make diplo¬ 
matic capital out of Jewish misery. 

A Jewish representation would also be in a 
position to point out to Polish and Rumanian 
authorities that their countries profit from 
international efforts on behalf of the Jews. 
American, British and other Jews pour yearly into 
cast-central Europe hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. In addition to providing relief for the 
destitute, these sums create purchasing power, 
help finance imports and contribute to the 
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steadying of tottering exchanges. Moreover, the 
fugitives from Poland and Rumania who have 
settled in Palestine have opened up a market 
for the exports of countries which persecuted 
them and still persecute their kin. Jewish migra¬ 
tion to Palestine has provided a not inconsider¬ 
able part of the traffic which makes possible a 
Polish merchant marine in the Mediterranean. 

A Jewish representation would be in a posi¬ 
tion to inform the Polish and Rumanian 
authorities that the Jews of the western world 
could not be counted on to continue indefi¬ 
nitely to tax their meagre resouices, unless the 
governments agree to co-operate in solving a 
problem which is essentially their own. If Jews 
are to develop new industries in Poland or 
Rumania; if the destitute traders are to be 
retrained as artisans or factory labourers ; if 
pauperized city dwellers are to be converted 
into self-supporting agriculturists; and if some 
of the Jews are to be helped to emigrate, the 
Polish and Rumanian Governments must not 
only put an end to discrimination and perse¬ 
cution, but must also provide a portion of the 
funds necessary for such projects. The recon¬ 
struction of Jewish life would affect favourably 
the entire population of east-central Europe, 
and the governments must take a positive 
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attitude and participate actively in what is 
basically a national problem. 

Unless a responsible Jewish body makes the 
effort to negotiate some such understanding 
with the governments, we must remember that 
the foundations of every effort at reconstruction 
may be built in sand. New industries developed 
by the Jews may be stifled by arbitrary taxation 
and even graduates of trade schools, that is 
trained and competent workmen, can be boy¬ 
cotted. In a word, Jewish efforts at reconstruc¬ 
tion, unless supported by the governments, are 
not enough. For we must ever bear in mind, 
when we are dealing with east-central Europe, 
that the Jews are not masters of their own 
destiny. 
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